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All the work of writing a learning plan done for you! 

Each year level plan comes with a how to use guide, description of the 

learning environment, and a comprehensive collection of suggested 

activities and links to mostly free curriculum aligned lesson plans and unit 

studies. Add it to your home education registration application. Or simply use 

as a platform to develop your own homeschool learning plan! 

Combine with our record keeping tool - Always Learning Books Planner 

Diary & Report - and our Learning Materials for Home Educating e-book for 

a reassuring and confident start to your homeschooling adventure!  

www.alwayslearningbooks.com.au 
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Why Home Educate?   
In 1985, as our first child turned five we wanted to continue being as 

involved with her education and, inspired by books and information 

published overseas, our family decided to live without school and teach 

our children from home, joining a small number of like-minded families 

across Australia.  

Over the last couple of decades the internet has helped to spread the word 

and in 2012 an ABC journalist estimated 50,000 children were 

homeschooling. More recently educator Stuart Chapman calculated that 

1% of school age children are registered as home educating students.  

The reasons given are as diverse as the individual families choosing it. 

Parents often revise and add to their original reasons for home educating 

as the social, academic and developmental benefits accumulate over time. 

Home educating parents enjoy experiencing greater influence and control 

over the direction and content of their childrenôs education. It is only in 

recent human history that the majority of parents have handed the 

responsibility of their childrenôs education to schools.  

Home educating parents report that helping their children  learn is a 

joyous, although at times challenging, task that brings rewards beyond 

academic education. Learning together as a family builds a wonderful 

sense of community: this is the foundation for the development of 

responsible citizenship and healthy, happy and cooperative societies. 

The nature of home education allows for incredible flexibility and 

diversity: parents are able to teach their children to suit their familyôs 

values and beliefs; they use resources and materials to suit their individual 
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childrenôs learning needs and styles; and are able to explore and 

experiment with many different approaches to education. Families evolve 

their own educational philosophies to suit their own particular 

circumstances and needs.  

Home education is a legal alternative to school education across Australia 

and support networks exist in all regions, providing information and 

sharing experiences among home educating families. Download a 3 page 

brochure you can print and share with extended family and others.   

 

Home Education Defined  
Education is a broader concept than school. Homeschooling has been 

described as ólearning without schoolô. Many of us find that politicians 

and bureaucracy donôt understand that what makes homeschooling 

successful is that it isnôt a school at all, itôs quite different. It is difficult, 

and not necessarily desirable, to replicate school within the home and 

most of us donôt.  

Back when I started home educating my kids in the 1980s people would  

confuse homeschooling with correspondence school (now referred to as 

distance education).  

In recent years the term unschooling, which describes a particular 

philosophical approach to the education of children, has been used by the 

media and is being widely and interchangeably used with the term 

homeschooling.  

I personally prefer using the term home education, and describe us as 

óeducating parentsô.  

The internet and information technology blurs the distinction between 

distance and online education, and home educating students now access a 

much wider range of resources, including (in some instances) part-time 

enrolment in schools and colleges.  

However, Iôll take a moment to define the various terms as it can be 

helpful, especially when we are joining local and online support groups.  

https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
https://theeducatingparent.com/What%20is%20home%20education.pdf
https://theeducatingparent.com/What%20is%20home%20education.pdf
https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf


THE EDUCATING PARENT RESOURCE DIRECTORY 

7 

 Beverley Paine is the author of many Australian books and booklets on home education. 

www.theeducatingparent.com and www.alwayslearningbooks.com.au 

Home education is defined as personally taking responsibility for and 

control of your children's education personally instead of delegating it to a 

school or teacher.  

It is a legal alternative to school based education with home education 

registration processes available in every state and territory in Australia. 

You can select from a huge range of pedagogical approaches and learning 

materials and resources.  

There are two main styles of home education: homeschooling and 

unschooling. Both make use of a variety of educational resources, 

including online learning, distance education, tutoring, community 

classes, group learning and more. 

Homeschoolers more or less adopt many of the teaching practices and 

resources found in classrooms and used by teachers.  

They follow the general outline of the national curriculum or state 

syllabus, teaching children in much the same way, and following the 

scope and sequence within the curriculum, as school teachers do.  

They structure their childrenôs day to accommodate discrete lessons or 

activities covering specific content within each subject. However, youôll 

find that most homeschooled students are much more involved in the 

selection of content and activities and have a greater say in the direction 

and approach to education than their schooled peers. 

Unschooling goes further than homeschooling: it is a rejection of the 

traditional reasons for schooling children as well as the methods used to 

educate them; in particular the segmenting of learning into chunks and 

teaching it according to a set timetable.  

Unschooling trusts in children's innate natural learning ability with 

parents facilitating supported self-directed learning opportunities. Instead 

of teaching children in a prescribed manner, unschoolers help them learn 

what they need to learn in order to grow and develop.  

Itôs much more than an approach to the education of children, itôs a way 

of life. 
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You may hear the terms unschooling and natural or life learning used 

interchangeably.  

Natural learning is simply celebrating the fact that everyone learns all 

the time, and that by reflecting on the processes by which we learn we can 

become more focused in meeting our learning needs efficiently, achieving 

our goals and purposes in our own way and time.  

We learn what we need from simply living, usually a busy, constructive 

and creative life pursuing what interests us or whatever needs are driving 

us in this moment.  

Life learning embraces the concept that a busy, full, productive and 

creative life based on everyday life at home and in the community 

naturally provides learning across the curriculum. 

Deschooling specifically refers to a period of adjustment experienced 

by children removed from school settings. It also can include the process 

of deschooling parents; that is, the unlearning of concepts and beliefs 

about the nature and purpose of education weôve picked up along the way, 

mostly from our own schooling experience.  

School based methods of instruction and thinking rarely translate directly 

into the home educating environment, and where they are tried, often 

parents run into the same kinds of problems faced by teachers in schools ï 

reluctant learners, acting out, anti-social behaviour, etc.  

If the children have been at school or preschool for any length of time 

they and their parents will need time to adjust to the new arrangement. 

Often this is begun with a óholidayô at home, a time to observe and record 

what naturally occurs in the child's life, and where additional resources 

are needed to introduce additional learning activities considered important 

and essential.  

It can take many months and sometimes even a year for a child to 

deschool. There's a good chance that the child has had her natural desire 

to learn, as well as her creativity and imagination quashed. She will need 

time to detox, take a vacation, have some down time ï or all three!  

How do you know your child has had long enough deschooling? Easy! 
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They will happily and enthusiastically take an interest in what and how 

they are learning, suggest activities, and be curious and keen learners 

again.   

Do all kids need to deschool? No, definitely not. For some children the  

style of teaching dominant in school classrooms already aligns with their 

personal learning preferences and they will thrive with a similarly 

structured home educating approach.  

However many of us are home educating because school and our child 

were not a good fit and it will take us time to get to know what conditions 

and materials and approaches work best for them.  

Deschooling is a time where we can observe our child, get to know them 

better, think about how they, as individuals, learn. It is a time to look at 

what they choose to do with their time and why, and think about how we 

can build on their interests to further support their education and growth.  

For the parents, deschooling provides time to rethink the whole idea and 

purpose of education and how it is conventionally structured, and to ask 

ourselves is this the best or only way to help children learn?  

Classroom learning is geared to educate thirty children with one teacher. 

It's not impossible, but it is difficult and frustrating to try to impose 

classroom teaching methods and resources directly to the home learning 

environment.  

For most of us the only educational approach weôve known is some kind 

of school or institutionalised learning. We're used to the idea that 

education is a passive óthey teach and we learnô activity. However, 

educators, even in schools, know this is only a tiny part of what really 

happens.  

We need to update our notions about constitutes an education. The easiest 

way to do this is to talk to other homeschooling families, hang out with 

them, and see for ourselves how children learn outside of a school setting. 

Deschooling should not be confused with unschooling, which is one of 

many approaches to home education.  
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In this e-book Beverley combines her 2019 online conference 

presentation on socialisation with an excerpt from her 

Building Homeschool Networks to help reassure you, and 

hopefully arm you with some answers, when facing that 

prevalent and pesky question we all get asked, as well as 

share some of the different ideas families use to provide 

social opportunities for their children.                       $2.99  

"I am continuously astounded & supported by your wisdom &guidance. 

Your group and comments gave me the courage to create my own local 

homeschooling group, which is absolutely thriving and who meets 

every Tuesday on a regular, committed basis. You have, from afar and 

completely unknowingly, been one of my greatest assets in achieving so 
much that is important to me, and to the lives of my children.  

Thank you." Samantha Johnson 

http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
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http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
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A Quick Guide to  

Getting Started 
Beginning with the assumption that, having considered your reasons and 

options carefully, you have decided to take full responsibility for your 

childrenôs education, my aim is to lead you through the steps necessary to 

successfully begin and continue your home educating adventure.  

Through the information here, I hope to help you feel more confident 

about your ability to provide your children with an excellent education, 

tailored to their unique and individual learning needs.  

Rather than add to the myriad of curriculum resources available for home 

educated children to use, my aim in this section of the Resource Directory 

is to help demystify the learning and teaching process and to remind 

parents of their natural ability to help their children learn.  

For more ideas and information I invite you to join my online The 

Educating Parent support group, check in over at Always Learning Books 

regularly to see whatôs new, or visit my website The Educating Parent 

where you will a huge list of articles written over three decades to 

encourage and support parents to educate their children.  

We started home educating our eldest, then five years of age, in early 

1986, using a school-at-home approach, basing it on her kindergarten 

experiences and what we remembered from our own school life. 

Gradually, influenced by the writing of John Holt, Raymond Moore, Alfie 

Kohn and others, we relaxed into an unschooling, natural learning 

lifestyle.  

Even though I am not qualified as a teacher, my confidence as an educator 

is derived from approaching the education of my children as a teacher 

would: I conscientiously planned, recorded and evaluated their 

educational programs.  

As a learner I value the tools of observation, reflection and goal setting. 

These stood me in good stead and I know they will be of immeasurable 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://theeducatingparent.com/sitemap.html
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value to you as you educate your children. 

It is easy to go out and purchase a box of books or sign up to an online 

curriculum and sit your child down and say ñyou are now a homeschooler, 

learnò.  

However, it is a different thing to be an effective educator, meeting and 

responding to your child's unique learning styles and needs. As a home 

educator you need to be there with your child, observing how she learns, 

what she already knows, what she needs to know next, helping her to 

make sense of and understand the world about her.  

The need for tests and exams to measure her progress is reduced or 

eliminated as you help your child understand the ups and downs of the 

learning process, how learning happens for her, and how she can help that 

happen more effectively. 

We can be passive home educators or we can be active learners, learning 

alongside our children, enjoying every minute of their educational 

journeys.  

The Educating Parent is dedicated to helping you become the latter. I 

want you to be a hands-on parent because being and doing that has 

brought us incredible joy. We are now helping our children home educate 

their children and enjoy a special relationship and connection with our 

grandchildren that is immensely rewarding. 

As parents Robin and I are not exceptional people: we donôt have tertiary 

education qualifications and our work experience is limited to clerical and 

retail jobs.  

What probably sets us apart is our do-it-yourself attitude to life which 

helped to develop a vast range of different skills in many areas of life. We 

describe ourselves as active learners who look forward to what each new 

day brings. Self-reliance and self-confidence were high on our list of 

priorities for our children as young parents.  

Home educating hasnôt always been easy but it has always been 

rewarding. We are richer in many ways because we trod this path. 

When we started out on our home educating journey we were not perfect 

http://theeducatingparent.com/
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parents: far from it! How we parented and educated our children looked 

very different in those early years to how it looked a decade down this 

path, and how we interact with our grandchildren now. We have learned 

an enormous amount along the way.  

Some lessons were learned by observing how our children and other 

children learn. We listened carefully when people have shared their 

stories with us and weôve learned from their lessons too. As far as 

possible we continually adapted what we were doing in the light of new 

understanding and knowledge.  

And that is the nature of home education: flexible and adaptable! 

Home education offers parents the opportunity to give their children a 

high quality education that is responsive to the child, parent, family and 

community. It is an education option that is truly accountable.  

You get out of it what you put into it: the more attention, time and energy 

you invest into planning, recording and evaluating your home educating 

experience the greater the reward and sense of satisfaction you will 

achieve. 

Donôt forget, you can join my online The Educating Parents 

Homeschooling and Unschooling support group to ask me a question and 

to connect with thousands of other educating parents!  

http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
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Stories about homeschooling kids for 
homeschooling kids by Beverley Paine  

ĲċĦőШĲ-ĤŸŸťШŔŰĦũƨĬĲƚШċШǃĲċƖШΟоΠоΡШũŔƣĲƖċƣƨƖĲШƨŰŔƣШƚƣƨĬǃ 

https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
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Getting Ready to Home Educate 
Before you worry about how to legally register as a home educating 

family (see the next section) there are a few things you need to consider. 

Iôve added links to further reading, a selection of articles from the many 

on my website: bookmark them to read later.  

Create Your Own Curriculum, #1 in our  

Parent Workbook series, will prepare you for 

registering as a home educating family, giving 

you a solid foundation upon which to grow 

homeschooling or unschooling success. DIY 

Lesson Plans and Unit Studies is #2, with 

Evaluating and Recording Made Simple #3, 

the final in the Parent Workbooks series. 

Together they make up a course we feel sure 

will build your confidence and experience as 

home educating parents.     

Are you worried that youôre not cut out to be a home 

educating parent?  

Very few of us think we areé! But that will change. Probably a more 

important question to ask at this point is: Do you really want to home 

educate your child, or have you been left with no choice?  

Our reasons for home educating our children vary greatly. While some of 

us are drawn naturally to being this involved in our childrenôs education, 

others are thrust into this role unexpectedly, fraught from having to deal 

with the continued failure of the school system to help our children learn 

or look after their welfare appropriately.  

You donôt have to want to be a home educator, but it helps. If the decision 

to homeschool is a compromise on your ideal, joining a home ed support 

group will help ease you into your new lifestyle. Also have a read through 

the following articles on my website:   

¶ Are you ready to be an educating parent?  

http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/areyouready.html
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
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¶ The Benefits of Home Education for the Parent 

¶ Homeschooling in Practice: What it Means for the Parent 

¶ Why Families Homeschool: Reasons  

Are your children okay with the idea of being home 

educated?  

It can be quite an adjustment for a child who is used to going to school. 

Spend some time chatting with your family about what it will mean for all 

of you; toss around some ideas of what learning could be and might look 

like. It doesnôt have to look like school! If you can, get along to a local 

homeschool meet-up. This might reassure your children.  

Think any about possible disadvantages and how you can overcome them. 

There is a lot to consider and your discussions will form the foundation of 

your home educating lifestyle. See:  

¶ Homeschooling in Practice: What it Means for the Children 

¶ Investigating the Disadvantages of Homeschooling 

Home education success grows when it is aligned with your personal and 

family values. We call this your educational philosophy and it determines 

the pedagogical approach you will take.  

Talk about what education means to you, and the kind of education you 

want for your kids and what they want.  

Homeschooling and unschooling are fundamentally different to schooling. 

School is classroom oriented whereas home education is family and 

community oriented. Getting out and about is an important aspect of our 

educational lives. We have a saying: ñthe world is our classroom!ò 

Your children know the difference between parenting and teaching. Youôll 

save yourself time, money and energy to spend a few moments thinking 

about this now.  

It isnôt about how many hours of instruction you provide each day, it is 

about being able to offer quality individualised learning programs tailored 

to suit your children's unique learning needs. Further reading:  

¶ The World is your Classroom!  

http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/benefits.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/page1.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/reasons.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/page3.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/disadvantages.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/worldisyourclassroom.html
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¶ How Many Hours a Day? 

¶ Homeschool Timetables and Schedules 

As a home educating parent you will need to design your own learning 

plans, loosely based around the Australian Curriculum or syllabus used by 

your state or territory education system. Home educators are on their 

own, no funding or resources are provided by the state, and this is why 

there are so many online support groups!  

Your Learning Plan: aka your childôs curriculum 

Donôt be put off from writing your own learning plan: it isn't as difficult 

as it first seems.  

However, if you are pushed for time and want something that provides a 

range of options, April and I have written created a series of Always 

Learning Homeschool Learning Plans covering the curriculum goals and 

objectives for each year level, available for only $18. Add them as an 

attachment to your registration application.  

They include a how-to-use guide, brief description of each of 8 learning 

areas, together with lists of suggested links to mostly free curriculum 

aligned activities, lesson plans and resources in each one.  

We've done the searching for you and curated a comprehensive learning 

plan for your child for each year level. You donôt have to do everything 

thatôs suggestedðpick and choose what works for your child and family.   

Theyôre designed not only to be a short cut, but also a way of easing you 

into the habit of finding and using (mostly free) resources which can align 

more with your childôs unique learning needs and preferences.  

But if you want to write your own learning plan from scratch, this is the 

process I developed and which I believe provides a strong, solid 

foundation for success. It has proven the test of time for thousands of 

home educating parents over the past 30 years.  

First, you need to define education: what does it mean to you, what 

do you want from it. This is your educational philosophy or mission 

statement. Remember education and school are two different things, 

one is a place the other is a process. 

http://homeschoolaustralia.com/articles/howmanyhoursaday.html
http://homeschoolaustralia.com/articles/schedulestimetables.html
http://homeschoolaustralia.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
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Home educators are able to use any of the many different educational 

philosophies and resourcesðand there are many! My e-book 

Choosing Homeschool Curriculum runs through some of the most 

popular. 

Next, list your childôs skills, what they already know and can do: 

think about their current life skills, any hobbies, what games they like 

to play, sports, any particular interests, etc. Donôt dismiss anything as 

ónot educational enoughô, simply list it with everything else. This 

exercise helps to construct a picture of your child as a learner.   

Then, list the things they want to learn. Ask them if you don't 

know. Again, donôt dismiss anything as ónot educational enoughô. 

Anything can be a starting place for new understandings and skills to 

develop. 

After that, start listing the things you want them to learn. Again, 

think broadly, not just the óeducational stuffô. You could think about 

the kind of character youôd like your child to grow into and the sorts 

of activities you could do together to foster that. You could list life 

skills pertinent to their age. You could list academic content you think 

is important or expect them to learn at this age. Itôs your learning 

plan: personalise it!  

If all that is looking a bit thin and needs padding out, what I do at this 

stage is make a list of the subject areas and think about any 

activities, projects or excursions we could do that would cover 

learning in each. 

When thinking about each learning area I find it helpful to expand 

them: for example Science becomes biology, geology, meteorology, 

physics, chemistry, astronomy and so on. English is listening, 

speaking, reading, writing, research skills, critical thinking, etc. And 

so on. Think about the skills, not just the content, embedded in each 

subject area.  

Remember that the above lists are óidealô or óaspirationalô lists: they 

are part of a plan, and plans usually change, sometimes often! And 

https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://theeducatingparent.com/articles/schoolsubjects.html
https://theeducatingparent.com/articles/schoolsubjects.html
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thatôs okay. You wonôt need to demonstrate youôve done everything 

you list in your plan.  

The next step is to think of different ways they could be learning 

ALL of the things you've listed so far: for example, by going on 

excursions, doing projects, engaging tutors or enrolling in classes, 

reading/viewing/listening different texts, making/creating, playing, 

chores, hobbies, games, etc (learning doesnôt have to be school type 

lessons!) 

Once youôve done that, make a list of all the different books, 

documentaries, places to visit, people to see, workbooks, etc you 

might use (check out the listings in this Resource Directory for 

educational providers). 

The final step is to work out a way you are going to regularly 

record what the kids are learning (because, believe me, memory 

sucks!) 

If you want a more in-depth walk through which will help develop your 

skills and ability as an educating parent, weôve developed a self-paced 

course set out as a series of 3 parent workbooks, Create Your Own 

Curriculum, DIY Lesson Plans and Unit Studies, and Evaluating and 

Recording Made Simple.  

You can also find some examples of past approved applications and 

reviews on The Educating Parent, and in the files section of your online 

support group.  

Learning Environment and Resources 

After mapping out a rough plan, finding appropriate resources to help 

your children learn is the next exciting step!  

It will take time to find the methods and materials that work best for you 

and your family. There is no right or wrong way to home educate your 

children.  

The first couple of years will include lots of experimenting with different 

approaches and resources. All families go through this settling in stage. 

https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://theeducatingparent.com/contents_examplelearningplans.html
https://theeducatingparent.com/contents_examplelearningplans.html
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Eventually you and your child will work out which resources and 

approaches are most responsive to his or her learning needs.  

Use the comprehensive list of educational suppliers and providers popular 

with home educating families in this Resource Directory. Make a note to 

download the latest updated copy whenever you need to refer to it.   

Read more about how to easily Locate Resources in and around your 

home and in your community.  

You donôt need to turn a room into a classroom or your home into a mini-

school to prepare the learning environment for your home educating 

children. Our homes are perfect just as they are! Actually, theyôre much 

better than a classroom because our kids have instant access to the kitchen 

and laundry sinks, interesting outside spaces, their own private space as 

well as shared spaces. Having said that, plenty of families are travelling 

and living in van, óroadschoolingô. The world is literally their classroom!  

You can, but donôt need to, provide each child with their own desk or 

workspace. Most learning activities generally occur in the main living 

areas of the home: basically wherever you spend most of your time.  

For more information check out my e-book, Learning Materials for Home 

Education. Itôs a comprehensive list of consumables, materials and 

resources for each subject area; everything you can think of to inspire 

learning and creativity in the home educating environment. Iôve also 

included useful information and tips on how to set up your home to 

encourage and maximise learning opportunities.    

Support 

Youôll find information on my The Educating Parent site, drawn from 

three decades of personal experience as well as from my ongoing interest 

in how children learn and how others help them learn through my online 

Facebook support group. 

Chatting to local home educators helps enormously when completing 

your application to home educate. Find a local contact person or support 

group for information and help. Homeschooling and unschooling families 

work together to form supportive networks in both metropolitan and 

https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentResourceDirectory.pdf
http://theeducatingparent.com/articles/locatingresources.html
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://theeducatingparent.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
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country areas to help meet the educational and social needs of their 

members.  

The Educating Parent Support Groups Resource Directory includes a 

comprehensive list of online national and state support groups. If you 

come across one that isnôt listed in the Directory, please email me its 

details for inclusion.  

If there are any near you, go to group meet-ups and any organised 

excursions. Talk to people. Ask about their experiences, how they home 

educate, and what they had to do to get approval. Everyone experiences 

these things differently so it is useful to talk to as many families as  you 

can.  

Subscribe to any home educating newsletters and magazines that you 

come across, many are free. And don't be shy: ask questions. People have 

óbeen there and done thatô before you and can help.  

http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
mailto:beverleypaine@theeducatingparent.com
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
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Registering: State Information  
Home education is recognised as a legal alternative to school-based 

education in all states and territories within Australia. Although the 

benefits are many, commitment is essential. Getting approval isn't the 

hurdle it used to be but it does require some thinking and effort. Expect to 

spend a few weeks researching different resources and approaches you 

can use while putting together your learning plan for your children.  

It is important to note that óeducationô, not óschoolingô, is compulsory: 

ñThat every child has a right to an education is recognised in 

international instruments such as the United Nations Universal 

Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) and the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child (CROC) (1990) to which Australia is a 

signatory. The UDHR provides that 'education shall be free, at least 

in the elementary and fundamental stages' [and] that 'elementary 

education shall be compulsory...'; and that 'parents have a prior right 

to choose the kind of education that shall be given their 

children' (Article 26(3)). CROC also provides that 'states parties 

shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is 

protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the 

basis of the status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the 

child's parents, legal guardians, or family members.' (CROC, Article 

2(2)).ò 

Source: Glenda Jackson, Sonia Allan, International Journal of Elementary 

Education20, Vol 2, Issue 3 (July 2010) 

Not all home educating families agree with the way state educational 

authorities interpret the laws and regulations regarding education. Some 

families believe that the conditions imposed on them by bureaucracy are 

fair and reasonable, but others argue they are unnecessary and intrusive. 

You will need to think carefully about your own values and do what sits 

comfortably within your family beliefs, lifestyle and conscience. We 

personally found the process of investigating the legal ramifications of 

home education an empowering one. Once we knew and understood our 
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responsibilities we felt more confident about our choice, and that helped 

us defend it to people who questioned our decision. 

There are penalties for not complying with the law and these penalties are 

detailed in the state and territory Education Acts (see links below). If a 

family is found to be not complying, they are either required to 

immediately enrol their children at school or register as home educators. 

Most families usually comply and register without invoking a penalty. It 

is unusual for court action to occur on the basis of education provision 

alone: but does occur if there is suspicion of neglect of the childôs 

welfare.  

Before you start preparing your application to register join a local or state 

support group and ask people to share their experiences with you. 

Legislation and regulations differ from state to state and local up-to-date 

knowledge is especially important in helping you successfully complete 

your application.  

Most states require evidence of court orders where custody is an issue, 

and some require both natural parents to sign the home education 

application.  

Read through the relevant sections in the Education Act and any 

government information about registering thoroughly (see links on next 

page). If you are unsure of any of the legal aspects, by all means chat to 

local home educators, but if yours is an unusual situation donôt hesitate to 

seek advice from legal aid or a lawyer.  

Some regulatory bodies have a vested interest in retaining your childôs 

enrolment at school, and sometimes officers reviewing your situation 

have a limited understanding of the nature of home education, especially 

if they are new to the position.  

Understanding your rights and responsibilities will ensure you are not 

intimidated into giving up your goal of home educating your children. 

This may not be the intention of the authorising body, but it could easily 

become the result. 

Generally speaking, the home educating regulatory authorities need 

assurance that the children will receive a high quality education, using 

http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
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resources and in an environment that adequately and appropriately meets 

the developmental, social and learning needs of the child. It is expected 

that you will keep records of your childôs educational activity and the 

resources used. Home education registration is usually renewed annually, 

with most states requiring a review report and / or interview.  

The application is variously known as óregistrationô, ódispensationô, and 

óobtaining exemption from attending schoolô depending on where you 

live. Officers assessing the application and reviews are called óhome 

education officersô, ómoderatorsô or óauthorised persons (Aps)ô.  

The type of information sought by the authorities varies, but the focus 

should be on the quality of the proposed learning plan and environment. 

Links to State and Territory Government Home Ed Information  

Australian Capital Territory ACT Home Education Requirements 

ACT Education Act  

New South Wales Home Schooling Registration 

NSW Education Act 

Northern Territory Home Education Information 

Home Education Policy, NT Legislation 

Queensland Home Education Information 

QLD Education Act 

South Australia Home Education Information  

SA Education Act and Regulations 

Tasmania Home Education Information  

TAS Education Act and Regulations  

Victoria Home Education Information 

VIC Education Training and Reform Act  

Western Australia Home Education Information 

WA Education Act  

https://www.education.act.gov.au/schooling/home-education
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2004-17/
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/regulation/home-schooling/home-schooling-registration
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1990/8/whole
https://nt.gov.au/learning/primary-and-secondary-students/home-education
https://education.nt.gov.au/policies/curriculum
https://education.nt.gov.au/publications/legislation
https://education.qld.gov.au/schools-educators/other-education/home-education/registration
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2006-039
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/schools/alternative-schooling/home-education
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/department/policies-and-legislation/education-law-reform-education-and-childrens-services-act
https://oer.tas.gov.au/home-education/
https://www.education.tas.gov.au/about-us/legislation/education-act/
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sr-2017-042
https://www2.vrqa.vic.gov.au/home-education?Redirect=1
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdb/au/legis/vic/consol_act/eatra2006273/
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/home-schooling
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/main_mrtitle_878_homepage.html
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Be firm and assert that it is the learning plan that is under consideration, 

not the childôs current educational abilities and understandings. As the 

home educator it is your responsibility to monitor the educational and 

developmental progress of your child not the office giving permission for 

you to home educate. Some authorities require more detail than others 

which is why it is important to seek local knowledge when applying.  

At all times read information and forms carefully. Never sign anything 

with which you are not entirely happy: rewrite using your own words if 

necessary.  

Remember you are an óeducating parentô: officers processing your 

application will feel less inclined to treat you as just óanother parentô if 

you approach your application in a serious and business-like manner.  

File records of any communication, including copies of emails and letters, 

together with detailed notes of any telephone conversations where you 

can easily find them.  

Insist of written (emailed) confirmation of details discussed over the 

phone. A ópaper trailô encourages everyone to remain accountable and 

respectful.  

If your state requires a  home interview, ask for an outline of what will be 

discussed to be sent to you at least a week beforehand to enable you to 

prepare and have on hand what is required.  

It is possible to gain access to the reports written following home 

education interviews through the Freedom of Information Act. Keep 

records of home education registration until the child is past compulsory 

schooling age. 

You donôt need to be alone during the home interview, you can have a 

friend present to help you look after the children, take notes and reduce 

your anxiety. Let the authority know beforehand youôll have a friend 

present.    

It will help if you start recording your childôs education as soon as you 

decide that you are going to home educate. You donôt need to wait until 

you are officially approved. Maintaining some kind of record of our 

https://www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/the-foi-act/
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childrenôs learning helps to build our confidence as home educators. It 

can be as simple as a diary with dated entries marking the days our 

children do educational activities (the equivalent of a school roll book). 

Dated records are also legal evidence that your children are being 

appropriately educated.  

Some states and territories require you to follow their state syllabus or the 

Australian Curriculum, others donôt. The following information was 

obtained from the various state and territory government websites.  

In Victoria, ñthere is no expectation that you will follow a curriculum 

(though you can if you wish).ò  

In South Australia, the requirement is that parents create ña suitable 

education program that meets the goals of the Australian Curriculum (or 

similar), including strategies and tools to monitor your childôs progressò. 

There is no requirement to 'follow' a particular one. 

In New South Wales, it is a requirement that ñthe childôs educational 

program is based on and taught in accordance with the relevant NESA 

syllabuses as determined by the [Education] Actò. 

In Queensland, parents need to supply ña summary of the educational 

program to be used" and "demonstrate that your child will receive a high-

quality educationò. Note: no mention of any particular curriculum that 

needs to be followed 

In Western Australia, parents ñneed to develop a curriculum program 

which meets the requirements of School Curriculum and Standards 

Authority Act 1997,ò and use resources ñavailable for Pre-primary to Year 

12 on the School Curriculum and Standards Authority's website. You can 

also include materials from other sources.ò Note: you need to meet the 

standards but you can use whatever materials and methods that work for 

your child. 

In the Northern Territory, ñyour child's home education curriculum can be 

self-developed or purchased from a commercial provider. But it must 

meet the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority 

(ACARA) requirements.ò 
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In Tasmania, ñthere is no requirement to follow the Australian Curriculum 

or any particular curriculum.ò 

In the ACT, parents need to show how they will ñprovide a high-quality 

education for the child" and that it will "deliver an education consistent 

with the principles mentioned in the Education Act 2004 (the Act), section 

128 (d).ò 

Prepare a basic learning plan (curriculum) for the year ahead, perhaps 

using dot points under the required subject areas. All states and territories 

have adopted or incorporated the Australian Curriculum, which list the 

following subjects as key learning areas (these may be worded or 

arranged differently):  

¶ English 

¶ Mathematics 

¶ Science 

¶ Health and Physical Education 

¶ Humanities and Social Sciences: HASS (years F-6/7);  History (years 

7-10);  Geography (years 7-10); Civics and Citizenship (years 7-10);  

Economics and Business (years 7-10) 

¶ The Arts: Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, Visual Arts 

¶ Technologies: Design and Technologies, Digital Technologies 

¶ Languages (other than English) 

You can and should write your own learning plan (curriculum). Most 

families do, especially after the first year or so as their confidence grows 

and they get the hang of homeschooling. 

It makes it easier for the authorities to assess your application if you use 

terminology with which they are familiar, but you donôt have to, and it 

may help you to use your own words to describe what and how your 

children are going to learn.  

To help you create your own learning plan, think about what your child 

will be developmentally and educationally ready to learn over the coming 

year for each area of learning (subject). What kind of activities, projects 

or unit studies can you do to cover that? Focus on your child more than 

the curriculum requirements.  

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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Base learning activities on your childôs level, ability, learning needs, 

preferences and style. Once youôve done this, then add some student 

workbooks, textbooks or online learning programs, as well as other 

resources (also known as people, places, things!) Can you build some 

activities around personal or family interests, hobbies and chores? Most 

can be easily related to one or more curriculum subjects. Add them in too!  

Keep it simple, keep it basic! There is no need to write reams: most of us 

go way overboard when we write our first home education learning plan. 

We worry about covering everything our child needs to learn, but it is like 

most things in life: as we travel along the path the detail becomes visible, 

we fill in the gaps, or switch focus or direction.  

To give you an idea of what is normally expected there is a list of 

examples of approved learning plans on The Educating Parent.  

If your state requires one (not all states do), during the home interview 

you can ask for advice or where to find appropriate resources: the officer 

conducting the interview will have considerable teaching experience and 

should have lots of ideas. Even if they donôt view their job as such, you 

can view them as someone there to help you build an excellent education 

for your child, rather than someone there to judge you, your child or your 

home. 

Each year level plan comes with a how to use 

guide, description of the learning environment, 

and a comprehensive collection of suggested 

activities and links to mostly free curriculum 

aligned lesson plans and unit studies. Add it 

to your home education registration 

application. Or simply use as a platform to 

develop your own homeschool learning plan! 

Combine with our record keeping tool - 

Always Learning Books Planner Diary & 

Report - and our Learning Materials for Home 

Educating e-book for a reassuring and 

confident start to your homeschooling 

adventure!  

www.alwayslearningbooks.com.au 

https://theeducatingparent.com/contents_examplelearningplans.html
https://theeducatingparent.com/contents_examplelearningplans.html
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
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And remember: your learning plan is only a plan, it isnôt set in concrete 

and is likely to change quite a bit by the end of your first month! The 

authorities understand this too. Your end of year report doesnôt have to 

look anything like your initial plan. And thatôs true for families who have 

been home educating for years as well as beginners: life happens and we 

will naturally take advantage of whatever educational opportunity or 

resources come our way throughout the year. 

Jotting down a few notes about your childrenôs learning should only take 

a few minutes several times a day. It is okay to try different approaches to 

keeping records until you find one youôre happy to use on a regular basis. 

If you are looking for a ready-made recording system, consider the 

Always Learning Planner, Diary and Reports available from Always 

Learning Books. Recording make it easier to put together your annual 

review as well as tweaking your learning plan along the way.  

Your home educating records belong to you and your children: never give 

away original documents or children's work. If samples are required, 

photocopy and forward them later. For more information about ways to 

record and evaluate your childrenôs learning visit The Educating Parent 

website.  

Make sure to make it obvious in your application and home interview that 

you have support from other home educators: leave a copy of your local 

homeschool newsletter, or HENôs Otherways magazine on display and 

mention membership of local and online support groups. 

And most of all, donôt stress too much. If your plan isnôt approved, ask 

them to tell you what is missing so you can amend your application. 

Donôt accept ónoô as an answer. Negotiate and seek to solve any problems 

that have arisen. Most states have an appeals process: ask how you can 

appeal the decision. Some home educators have also requested to be 

assessed by a different home education officer.   

Focus is always placed on socialisation and adequate provision for 

contact with peers. It is a myth that home educated children are less 

socialised than school children. In most situations, home education 

broadens the children's social sphere by removing them from school. 

Social activities include regular interaction with people from all age 

http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://theeducatingparent.com/contents_evaluationandrecording.html
http://theeducatingparent.com/sitemap.html#networks
https://home-ed.vic.edu.au/product-category/otherways/
http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
http://theeducatingparent.com/sitemap.html#socialisation
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groups. Families list cultural, religious, sport and personal interest social 

activities, as well as participation in home education group activities and 

camps. A photo album showing incidences of group interaction may help. 

Most applications for home education registration are approved. There are 

processes to appeal should you be declined, and to ensure your 

application covers everything it needs to it helps to seek advice from local 

home educating families before applying.  

http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
http://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
httphttps://beverleypaine--fearlesshomeschool.thrivecart.com/registration-bundle/
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Withdrawing your Child  

from School 
You donôt have to wait until the start of a new school year: you may 

withdraw your child from school at any time during the year to home 

educate. However there are several things you will need to consider.  

Private schools usually require payment of fees in advance and 

withdrawing may incur a financial penalty in addition to loss of any term 

fees already paid. Read the information on the schoolôs website or the 

enrolment contract you originally signed.  

You can ask for a reimbursement of fees from a public school if you are 

withdrawing close to the beginning of the school year, but donôt be 

surprised if they say no as the money may have already been allocated to 

resources.  

You will also need to consider if your child is receiving any special 

attention or classes through the school by third parties (such as speech 

pathologists): your child may no longer be eligible to continue with the 

program and the provider may need to be notified separately.  

Home educators receive no government funding or support.   

You should advise the schoolôs principal by letter or email of your 

intention to home educate your child. Keep copies of all correspondence, 

and jot notes of telephone conversations, what was said, the date and 

time. Problems are rare but it helps to have a record just in case. Request 

a reply acknowledging receipt of your email.  

In your communication inform the principal that you have applied to your 

stateôs home education authority for approval to home educate your child 

and include the contact information of the regulatory authority.  

You do not need to state your reasons to the school: simply state that you 

are now home educating your child.    

Plan ahead if you can. Get your home education learning plan, materials 

and resources ready, prepare your home and set up any necessary record 

keeping regime. Many families typically choose the school holidays as a 
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time to prepare, and inform the school on the last day of term. Registering 

generally takes between 2-4 weeks, sometimes longer if you apply at the 

end or beginning of the school year.  

Some schools are considerate and understanding, some offer resources 

and help, but most react with varying degrees of indifference or hostility. 

Being prepared for any outcome is useful. Definitely chat with other 

home educating families about their experiences, especially those who 

live in your general area. This will help build your confidence.  

Make a clean break from the school: choose a date for your children to 

leave it and work to have your application and letters received by the 

authority and principal before then.  

On the last school day collect any books and materials that belong to your 

child. Return all school property, library books, class sets, sports gear and 

so on. This is not the time to get into protracted conversations with 

teachers, staff and other parents about your decision.  

Record in your home educating diary or calendar that you have 

commenced home educating on the day your children were withdrawn 

from school.   

It is rare to be contacted by truancy officers or school staff by phone or 

email or receive an unannounced visit after having notified the school of 

your intentions, but it does sometimes happen. Simply reassure them that 

your children are being educated at home and ask them to set their 

concerns out in writing. Only invite people into your home after youôve 

had the opportunity to make a mutually agreed upon appointment time.  

In some states provisional registration is automatic, in other states the 

school principal can grant an exemption from attending school while the 

application for home education is being approved, and in some it is 

expected the child will remain in school until registration is granted.  

Be clear on what is required or normally happens in your state. You can 

find this out by reading the home education information on the state 

government website or asking in an online support group.   

Sometimes it isnôt possible to prepare the application and learning plan 

and have it approved before the children are withdrawn from school. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
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Most of the time this isnôt a problem: school principals are aware that 

home education is a legal alternative to school and understand that it takes 

time for approval to come through.  

However, if you are concerned and think there may be an issue, it might 

help to chat with your family doctor and ask for a certificate of leave of 

absence from school for a couple of weeks.   

Start keeping records of your childôs education at home straightaway, 

even if youôre deschooling. Jot down what your child is doing and what 

you think theyôre learning. It doesnôt have to be much: a few reflective 

comments a day, with or without a photo or two.  

The information and advice in this section may seem onerous and, in 

places overbearing and unnecessary, but by following it closely you may 

avoid some of the hassles that a few home educating families in the past 

have endured. Diligence and preparation will pay dividends as you 

prepare to home educate. This approach will also bolster your confidence 

at this crucial time. 

https://alwayslearningbooks.com.au/
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A Typical Home Educating Day 
As home educators we are free to create our own daily schedules. 

How one family home educates is usually completely different to 

another: we each find our own routines and rhythms based around 

what works for each family member.  

The following presents a naturally balanced home educating 

curriculum and can easily cover learning across all subjects. 

However, there is really no such thing as a ôtypicalô day, all days are 

different and thatôs okay.  

¶ Arise, make beds, prepare and eat breakfast 

¶ Completion of morning chores: personal, household, and 

animals 

¶ Study: daily focus on maths and language based activities drawn 

from childrenôs learning plans (about 1-2 hours) 

¶ Snack and stretch 

¶ Work on ongoing project, unit study, art, craft, etc 

¶ Lunch: prepare, eat and clean away after 

¶ Shared or individual reading, followed by time to pursue 

personal interests and hobbies, music practice or lesson 

¶ Outside physical activity: sport, walking, swimming, playing, 

tree climbing, etc 

¶ Afternoon chores: personal, household, and animals 

¶ Help prepare and eat dinner, clean away after  

¶ Watching television, playing educational and fun games, use of 

computer for games or projects, quiet reading 

¶ Story time and ready for bed 

Not every day will look like this: some days will be taken up by field 

trips or excursions, visits to friends or home educating group 

activities. Other days will be spent focussing on particular projects 

either as individuals or as a family. Some days the children will play 

all day, absorbed in whatever game they are playing. Other days will 

be more structured.  
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HOME ED CONSULTANTS 
The best home ed consultants are those that have lived experience of 

home educating. These will have some understanding of how your 

family needs to home educate. And theyôll respect you as an educating 

parent, acknowledge that you know your children best, and will help you 

craft a learning plan and find resources that work for your family, not 

just find or provide ñoff-the-shelfò curriculum designed for school use. 

Here at The Educating Parent we encourage teachers new to home 

education to join our online group and read posts and get to know what 

home educators need and want before diving in and creating content or 

support that they think homeschoolers need or want.   

If you are looking at employing the services of one of the many new 

homeschooling businesses ask in one of the online groups for 

recommendations, or reviews if others have used or are using them. If a 

business replies, search for past comments by them. Have they been a 

member for a few months or a few years? Have they contributed in any 

meaningful way to other posts? Are they truly a part of the 

homeschooling community, or do they only see us as an easy target 

market?  

If you do want to seek the help of a consultant to help with planning and 

registration take a look at the list of consultants below: most have years 

of experience home educating their own children, and many are trained 

teachers also.  
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheEducatingParents/
https://theeducatingparent.com/TheEducatingParentSupportGroupsDirectory.pdf
http://www.thathomeschoollife.com.au/
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https://free2homeschool.org/about-us/
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That Homeschool Life: Lusi Austin is a national home education consultant and resource 
provider, experienced with neurodivergent children  

Freya Dawson Joyful Living: Freya Dawson is a national home education consultant 
specializing in unschooling 

Fearless Homeschool: Micarle organises the Australian Homeschooling Summit, a 
regular podcast, and offers óhow to homeschoolô courses.  

Cam Dubin Homeschool Mentor: guiding families (often dads) through their home 
education journey with an initial free consultation and can then customize a support 
solution that works for you and your family 

Free2Homeschool: Amanda Bartle and Patricia Fitzgerald offer help with writing learning 
plans and applications to homeschool in QLD 

Homeschool Pathways: professional coaching and support to QLD neurodivergent 
families as they navigate the homeschooling registration, planning, reporting process   

Homeschool Confidently: Bel Moore offers 1:1 home education support to QLD families, 
as well as face to face workshops and online courses.  

Homeschool Hotline: supporting homeschool parents  

Home Schooling Solutions Australia: Rachael Clark is a home education consultant 
offering support, plan writing, report writing service, assistance with de-registrations and 
show cause notices for QLD families  

Education Navigator: personalised 1-to-1 coaching, group support programs, and 
courses to help parents make informed decisions regarding their children's education. 
Home education registration assistance NSW & VIC only.  

Jacqui Walker Educational Consultant: Providing highly indivualised education support, 

expert advice and advocacy, curriculum engagement tailored specifically to family's 

needs, plus online small group tutoring 

You Can Homeschool Too: Rizelle can help with preparing a curriculum, NSW 
registration application and general support  

SproutEd Learning Hub: Qld Planning and Reporting. Guidance, ongoing support, 
reviews and individualised plan writing and resourcing, subscription boxes, Youth 
Initiatives, Courses, Workshops & Competitions  

Homeschool SOS: home education consultant assisting Unschooling and Homeschooling 

families of Australia transition from mainstream to home.  

Gratefully Natured: Adrianne mentors families, support NDIS homeschoolers, creates 

individualised learning plans, especially students with disabilities.   

Unschooling Coach Sarah Beale - óShowing freedom loving families how to leave the 
matrixô  

Little Scholars: assistance with organising homeschool learning plans, planners 

Talissa Whittle Education Empowerment: home education consultant personalized 

support with planning and curriculum  

Growing Strong Together, Tammy Scott: home ed consultant, can do SA plans and 

registration help, advocacy 

Miriam Baxt: Home Ed mum with 18+ years experience, who mentors/coaches Home Ed 

families with I have particular experience & interest in supporting those where parents 
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https://www.thathomeschoollife.com.au/
https://www.freyadawson.com.au/
http://fearlesshomeschool.com
https://homeschoolmentor.info/
https://free2homeschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Homeschoolpathways
https://www.facebook.com/homeschoolconfidently/
https://www.facebook.com/HomeschoolHotline
https://www.facebook.com/pg/HomeSchoolingSolutionsAustralia/services
https://www.educationnavigator.com.au/
https://www.jacquiwalker.com.au/
https://www.youcanhomeschool.com.au/
https://www.sproutedlearninghub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093039790733
https://www.facebook.com/gratefullynatured/
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.beale1
https://www.littlescholarshomeschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556717951408
https://www.facebook.com/togethergrowingstrong
https://www.facebook.com/homeleducatinginaustralia
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and or children have various needs.  

Dream Explore Learn: Refresh your learning spaces and create the homeschool of your 

dreams. Articles, worksheets, checklists and more! 

Homeschool Resource Finder on Patreon: for a small subscription fee, access a library of 

homeschool how-to workshops, interviews and more 

Liberene Support Community: Resources for Navigating School Attendance Difficulties, 

Related Transitions, and Alternative Learning 

Unschooling Summit: recording - 50+ unschooling experts and connect with parents to 

explore a different way to live, learn and thrive with your child! 

Connected Homeschooling: Homeschool support | HEU Qld plans/reports | Disability 

Support Work | NDIS-funded Holiday Programs  

New Zealand Homeschool Coaching: experienced assistance in putting together 

Exemption Applications for the Ministry of Education in New Zealand  

The Learning Life: calm, personalised guidance to support your childôs learning, 

wellbeing, and confidence ð and to help your whole family find a path that feels 

sustainable and aligned.  

 

Home Ed Planners 
Always Learning Books: Foundation to Year 10 Planner, Diary & Reports, range of books 

and ebooks by Beverley Paine  

The Self-Directed Life Planner: Not just for simply scheduling your days. A space to turn 

ideas into action. 

Twinkl Homeschool PlanIt: Plan, track progress, links to curriculum. Built around the 

Australian Curriculum and perfectly paired with Twinkl resources, it covers Foundation to 

Year 6 and keeps everything in one place.   

The Self-Directed Life Planner: 180 page printable designed to help unschooled and self-

directed kids and teens explore their interests, plan meaningful projects, and reflect on 

their learning ð all at their own pace, in their own way.  

Mulberry Homeschool Planner: home educating magazine, planners and diaries. Grace & 

Eric, Australia    

A Joyful Maker AU: Homeschool Subject by Subject, Unit Study planners, book and 

checklists, nature study pages, poetry copywork and more by homeschooling mum 

Tiffany  

The Homeschool Sweet Spot Homeschool Planner: print your own, low ink, low cost, print 

only what you need 

Unskool: app to help plan and record home education programs  

Freely: Australian developed homeschool curriculum planning and recording app 

Scoolendar: convert your calendar into a beautiful PDF report ï a game changer for 

documenting and sharing homeschooling activities!  

Snapadore: free homeschooling recording app for your phone using your photos and AI 
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https://dreamexplorelearn.com/
https://patreon.com/HomeschoolResourceFinder
https://www.facebook.com/groups/liberenesupport/
https://www.theunschoolingsummit.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ConnectedHomeschoolingwithNatMardon
https://homeschoolcoaching.nz/services/
https://www.thelearninglife.com.au/
http://alwayslearningbooks.com.au
https://subscribepage.io/SelfDirectedLifePlanner
https://www.twinkl.com.au/twinkl-essentials/product/108/home-educator-planner
https://subscribepage.io/SelfDirectedLifePlanner
https://themulberryjournal.com/planners/mulberry-planner
https://www.etsy.com/au/shop/AJoyfulMakerAU
https://thehomeschoolsweetspot.com/products/2025-design-your-homeschool-planner
https://unskool.com.au/
https://www.learnfreely.app/
https://www.scoolendar.com/
https://snapadore.com/
https://unschoolingdownunder.com/home/
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generated commentary to help you track progress.  

The Waldock Way Homeschool Planner: a simple layout that is in a checklist format 

designed by a USA homeschooling parent  

LearnTrack: Track progress, use AI to generate reports, and plan lessons in minutes. 

Focus on teaching, not paperwork.  

WA Homeschool Helper: an online app that generates a homeschool learning plan for all 

subjects aligned to WA Curriculum, suggesting activities, more info  

Homeschool Vault: Simple, efficient recording keeping, all your activities and progress 

monitoring in one place. 

Gentle School: complete cheat sheets + ready-to-fill templates? Planning & Reporting 

Guide ï itôs never been so easy.  

Homeroom: handles the homeschool admin that steals your time; registration, planner, AI 

assistant, progress tracker  

Liber: online planning and journaling tool for homeschooling families, designed to capture 

learning as it happens, without turning it into school at home.  

My School Records: Supportive phone calls, matching activities to outcomes and creating 

entire educational plan documents, online recording app   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thewaldockway.com/product/homeschool-planners
https://learntrack.com.au/
https://sacredsovereign.org/homeschool-helper
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NmvismeHFw
https://www.homeschool-vault.com/en/au/
https://gentleschool.gumroad.com/l/homeschoolplanningandreporting
https://www.homeroomapp.com.au/
https://liber.carrd.co/
https://myschoolrecords.com.au/
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5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
Under legislation home education is separate and different from distance 

education. In Australia distance education means a child is enrolled in a 

school which provides and is responsible for the educational development 

and learning program for the child. The school provides the lessons and 

activities, monitors, assesses and evaluated the learning, usually online, 

telephone or by correspondence.  

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

South Australia 

South Australia Open Access College  

Western Australia 

Western Australia School of Isolation and 

Distance Education  

Kalgoorlie School of the Air 

Carnarvon School of the Air 

Kimberley School of the Air  

Meekatharra School of the Air  

Port Headland School of the Air  

Northern Territory 

Northern Territory Distance Learning  

Alice Springs School of the Air 

Katherine School of the Air  

Tasmania 

Tasmania Distance Learning   

Rosny College 

Victoria 

Victoria Distance Education Centre  

Australian Capital Territory 

Australian Capital Territory Distance 

Education  

New South Wales 

New South Wales Distance Education  

North East Public School of Distance 

Education (primary) 

School of the Air (primary) 

Sydney Distance Education Primary 

School  

Finigan School of Distance Education 

Aurora College 

Bourke Walgett School of Distance 

Education 

Camden Haven High School  

Dubbo School of Distance Education 

Sir Eric Woodward Memorial School 

Distance Education Support Unit  

Southern Cross K-12 School  

Sydney Distance Education High School  

Queensland 

Queensland Distance Education  

Brisbane School of Distance Education 

Cairns School of Distance Education 

Capricornia School of Distance 

Education 

Charleville School of Distance Education 

Charters Towers School of Distance 

Education 

Longreach School of Distance Education 

Mount Isa School of the Air 
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http://www.openaccess.edu.au/
http://www.side.wa.edu.au/index.php
http://www.side.wa.edu.au/index.php
http://www.kalsota.wa.edu.au/
http://www.carnarvonsota.wa.edu.au/
https://www.ksota.wa.edu.au/
https://meekatharrasota.wa.edu.au/
https://www.porthedlandsota.wa.edu.au/
http://www.education.nt.gov.au/parents-community/students-learning/distance-learning
https://www.assoa.nt.edu.au/
https://www.ksa.nt.edu.au/
https://www.tasmanianeschool.education.tas.edu.au/
https://www.rosnycollege.education.tas.edu.au/
http://www.distance.vic.edu.au/
http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/distance_education
http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/distance_education
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/rde/distanceedu/
http://www.nepsode.org.au/
http://www.nepsode.org.au/
https://schoolair-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://sdeps.net/Portal/
https://sdeps.net/Portal/
https://finigan-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.aurora.nsw.edu.au/
https://bourkewalg-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://bourkewalg-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://camdenhave-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/distance-education.html
https://dubbo-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://dubbo-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://sirericwoo-s.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-at-our-school/distance-education-support-unit--desu-.html
https://sirericwoo-s.schools.nsw.gov.au/learning-at-our-school/distance-education-support-unit--desu-.html
https://sthcross-c.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://sydneyh-d.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://education.qld.gov.au/schools-educators/distance-education
https://brisbanesde.eq.edu.au/
https://cairnssde.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/
https://capricorniasde.eq.edu.au/
https://charlevillesde.eq.edu.au/
https://charterstowerssde.eq.edu.au/Pages/Default.aspx
https://charterstowerssde.eq.edu.au/Pages/Default.aspx
https://longreachsde.eq.edu.au/
https://mtisasde.eq.edu.au/
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Australian Christian College 

Aspect Hunter School Autism Distance Education  

Marsden Park Christian College  

Groves Christian College (QLD) 

Riverside Christian College (QLD)  

HomeSchoolWA  

ACHS Australian Christian Home Schooling  

Jubilee Christian College (QLD)  

SouthEast Home Education - ACE  

Australian Christian College  

Faith Christian School (QLD) 

Medowie Christian School 

Angelorum College (QLD) 

eCalrossy 

Pacific Online Christian School 

Pinnacle Academic College (QLD) 

Accelerate Christian Home Schooling 

Kingsley College (QLD students only) 

Redwood College (QLD)  

Silkwood School  

Hillcrest Christian College 

QLD Virtual College for Girls 

Hinchinbrook Christian College (QLD) 

 

 

 

 

5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
Please email us the details of any Australian primary and high distance 

education schools that are not listed below.  

bƻƴ-DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
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