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The Survey Goals

W The research was commissioned to assist the Government to evaluate the suitability of the requirements
for home schooling registration amongst home educators and other interested groups

M |tis anticipated that the research will lead to recommendations on...
— Whether or not the introduction of regulations should be considered

— If administrative requirements are preferred to regulations, what a revised set of requirements might
include

— The process by which compliance with regulations or requirements will be monitored
B Broadly the research is designed to determine...

— Whether the requirements for home schooling should be as regulations or as administrative
requirements

— The means by which home educators might best demonstrate potential for or actual success of the
home schooling program

— How an education of the highest quality might be determined in the context of home schooling

— The factors which contribute to/ensure a successful home schooling program
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The Survey Methodology

Three Stage Research Program...

Stage one - three group discussions and six in-depth interviews - issue insight and questionnaire design,
conducted 25th October - 2nd November 1999

- Stakeholders
— Current Home Schoolers

Stage two - pilot testing the questionnaire with home educators, N=5 in Sydney, Southern Sydney
conducted face to face early December 1999

Stage three - main study evaluation:self completion conducted between 11th February and 16th March
2000...

— Registered home educators
— Unregistered home educators and other interested parties
— Stakeholders

OBOS undertook the mail out (except those with an interest in home education who contacted TNS
direct). The total mail out was as follows...

— 1493 registered home educators (green survey form)
— 8 stakeholders and 3 interested parties (pink survey form)
— 42 individuals who contacted Taylor Nelson Sofres direct (yellow survey form)
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The Survey Methodology

B OBOS placed an advertisement in Sydney Morning Herald and Daily Telegraph inviting interested parties
to complete a questionnaire. A further 3 (pink) questionnaires were dispatched by OBOS to these
interested parties, including a stamped addressed envelope. One completed pink questionnaire was
returned to TNS (from a stakeholder)

B |n all 422 questionnaires were received by TNS which represents a response rate of 28%, which is slightly
above average for a self completion study

B 4 gquestionnaires were returned unanswered from lapsed registered home educators. These were not
included in the final analysis

W 75 questionnaires were returned more than three days after the closing date and were not able to be
included in the results (4 yellow, 71 green)

B 6 yellow questionnaires were returned...
— Two unregistered home educators
— Three interested parties
— One member of the general public

B This report focuses on the 337 registered home educators, which includes 22 respondents whose
registration has recently expired (but still with an interest in home education), yielding a 23% response
rate
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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY

Summary

Whether The Requirements For Home Schooling Should Be As Regulations Or As
Administrative Requirements...

B The overwhelming majority of Home Educators prefer guidelines, not regulations
B Respondents do not favour guidelines that are more prescriptive or regulatory

B There are opportunities for the Office of the Board of Studies to improve the guidelines...
— Using more common parlance and terminology that reflect the nature of home education
— Being seen to be ‘open’ about this education choice, not discouraging or demotivating

— On some issues related to how home educators demonstrate the success of their
program, i.e. approaches to record keeping
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Summary

The Means By Which Home Educators Might Best Demonstrate Potential For Or
Actual Success Of The Home Schooling Program...

B A number of aspects were highlighted by home educators as being suitable to demonstrate
the intention for successful home schooling. When first applying for registration, the most
common aspects were:

— a description of the approach;
— a statement of broad curriculum goals; and
— a list of what is expected the child will learn

B For subsequent applications, success could best be demonstrated by an indication of what
the child has learnt, and through their work books and projects
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Summary

How An Education Of The Highest Quality Might Be Determined...
B There are opportunities for the Office of the Board of Studies...

— To improve its standing amongst home educators by demonstrating an understanding of their choice to
home school

— To provide information and information sources to potential and current home educators. A wide
variety of information has been suggested by home educators in this study, including...

Reference lists/text book lists

Related internet/website information

How to access the Board of Studies syllabuses

How to access resources for teaching

Useful pointers when designing own study program

Information about a range of student counselling services

Contact details for networks of home educators

Advice about pathways to university or other post secondary options (without the HSC)
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Summary

The Findings Of This Study Have Clearly Shown...

B That home educators value ‘benchmarking’ opportunities such as basic skills tests. This enables the
home schooling parent or carer to be independently satisfied with the education they are delivering and
ensure that they are not disadvantaging their child, or indeed facilitating their children to do ‘better than
average’

B That the authorised persons visit is supported by the majority and that there are benefits to the home
schooling family associated with this visit

B  That 60% of registered home schoolers surveyed expected to continue home schooling for the next two
years at least. This shows that home schooling attracts long term committed families as well as those
choosing this education choice for only a short term

B That first time applicants require more support, particularly concerning ‘how to’ and that those with 2-4
years of experience are more demanding and questionning. Those with 5+ years of experience have
perhaps accepted the ‘status quo’
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Summary

Factors Which Contribute To Ensure A Successful Home Schooling Program...

B The performance ratings given to 16 specific elements of the guidelines, by home
educators, show that a number of these elements can be improved. Reflecting that the
contents of the questionnaire showed a high degree of relevance to the guideline debate, all
16 elements were considered important to the majority of home educators. The highest
performance rating given was the ‘ease of completing the application form’ (74% good
performance) and the lowest was ‘providing information about resources available to home
educators (17% good performance)

B The following table lists the elements in order of importance to home educators and
provides the good performance rating for each
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Relative Performance
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Summary

B By plotting each of these 16 elements on their importance to home educators, coupled with
their performance rating, it is possible to identify the most important calls to action. .Emm.m
are elements that are considered important to home educators but that are currently scoring
a poor performance and many are only receiving a ‘fair’ performance rating

B The chart on the next page clearly shows that providing information both mcoﬁ resources
available to home educators and how to go about home schooling are the major calls to
action

B Other important calls to action include acknowledging that home schooling is a legitimate
form of education, knowing exactly what the conditions of registration are, knowing what the
child is expected to learn (minimum curriculum), and having a clear understanding of the
steps required to register

B |t shows that the guidelines are best meeting home educator needs on ‘the ease of
completing the form’
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Relative Performance
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

B 83% of registered home educators were aged between 30 and 49 years of age. 74% of
families surveyed reported the female was the main home educator, with 15% reporting it
was both the male and female’s role

B The survey coverage included all parts of NSW with 26% coming from Sydney metro areas,
12% from Newecastle or lllawarra, 45% from rural New South Wales, 8% from remote New
South Wales ( living west of the Great Dividing Range and further than 500 km from Sydney
GPO)

B  Where home educators were educating primary school aged children, just under a third
home schooled only one child, whilst 40% reported they were home schooling two or more
primary school aged children. Qualitative research identified that a positive home schooling
experience with one child had a powerful effect on encouraging both the parents and the
younger siblings to continue the pattern of home schooling
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

The broad nature of the home educators sampled in this study is reflected in the number of
home schooling years involved, with about a third having less than one years experience,
one third with 1-4 years and one third with five years or more

29% of those surveyed were home schooling at a secondary level

Whilst the primary aged home educators had a broad range of home schooling years
experience, half of the secondary aged home educators had five years or more home
schooling experience and only 23% had only 1-2 years of home schooling experience

The maijor reason leading parents to home school was that it better suited their children’s
needs. Qualitative insight showed that these needs ranged from wanting to enable the child
to develop its own personality and values without the influence of peer pressure, the child
just not ‘fitting in’ to school and unable to settle, to those with particular difficulties (either
learning or personality)

A significant minority felt home schooling satisfied a more philosophical need that the
parents should be responsible for the education and development of their children
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

M 77% of those surveyed reported they did not know for how long they would ooa:_c.m home
educating their child, saying it would continue as long as it was in their child’s best interest

B Nearly 50% of home educators surveyed felt they would themselves be involved in home
schooling for six years or longer

l19



cN_
08 09
o, 00V

sieah 6¥-0v

sieah gE-0¢

Z w sieal gz Jap!

L£€=N Buijooyog swoH Apusin) :esi
Zo3ul )j 40)ednps awoy Lo.smE oY) SO0p )oxoeiq abe jeym O

paAaAing siojeanps awoH JO Solisiidjoeiel

—_— AQNLS NOLLYONAI FWOH - MSN S3IANLS 40 Q¥vod 3HL 4O 3.



1|

VNE
oyije sJouyied yjog @
ajewa 7

SlEN B

,£€=N Buljooyos awoH Apuaun) :e
Zyun Ajwey anoA uj 1o0jeadnp3 awoH Jofew ay) s oym "0

poAaAing S10jeaNp3 dWOH JO SolsldjoeIe

AQNLS NOLLYONQA3 3NOH - MSN S31ANLS 40 QuvOd 3HL 40:



OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY

Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. What age bracket does the major home educator fit into?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

Under 29 years ﬂ 2

30-39 years

60

80

100

%
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. Who is the major Home Educator in your family unit?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

W Male

O Female

® Both partners alike
HNA
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O

Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed
Q. In what part of New South Wales do you currently live?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

Sydney metro area

Newcastle or
lllawarra regions

Rural NSW

Remote NSW

%

60 80 100
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. How many of your children are being home educated?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

% 100 1
B Primary school aged
80 - B Secondary school aged
60 A

1 child 2 children 3 children 4 children 5+ children
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. How many years have you been home schooling?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337
% 100 1

80 A
60 -

40 -

30 29

Less than 1 year 1-4 years More than 5 years
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. What were the main factors that led you to become involved in home education?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

Home schooling better suited my

: . 174
child's/ children's needs

Feel it is the parent's responsibility to educate
their children

Heard about/met someone else who was doing
it

80 100
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. What were the main factors that led you to become involved in home education?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337
‘Other’ Issues (33%) Raised Were...

B A large majority say they were disappointed mainly with their experiences in schools. A range of
issues were raised including:

— Individual teacher
— Class sizes
— Academic status
—~ Peer influence
— Discipline
— Religious reasons
®m A small group of home educators mentioned bullying, health and welfare concerns
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. What were the main factors that led you to become involved in home education?
Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337
‘Other’ Issues (33%) Raised Were...
®m A large group believes that home schooling promotes a better family lifestyle, or they simply Emnﬁma to
spend more time with their children and watch them grow up and see them learn and develop into

individuals. They want to spend more quality time with their children and experience learning with them

B Another group mentions transportation distance and road-safety problems as the reason for home.
schooling

B Some live a very transient life and didn’t want the children having to change schools

|27
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. For how long do you expect to home school?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

Don't know!/ it depends/home school for as
long as it is in the best interest of my child

Plan to enrol child/ children sometime in
secondary school

Plan to enrol child/ children sometime in
primary school

100

‘Other’ Issues Being Spoken
About Are...

Some parents plan to home
school till the child has
finished all schooling and is
ready to go to university or
TAFE

Some also plan to enrol
children into distant
education when they reach
secondary school

A few say they will enrol
children in school when the
children decide they want to

go

%
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Characteristics Of Home Educators Surveyed

Q. How long do you plan to continue home education?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

This year only K4

Next year [N 4
Between two and five years [l 12
Between six and ten years
More than ten years

Cant tell, it's a year by year proposition

' 0,
40 60 80 100 7

129



OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY
- - ]

Main Survey
results

|30



‘ <

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY
'

Main Results
satisfaction with current guidelines
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Satisfaction With Current Guidelines

B There was only a small minority of support for Regulations that would be specified in
legislation (3%). The clear majority (84%) of registered home educators had a preference
for home schooling registration to be processed through Guidelines

B Support for Guidelines rather than regulation was even stronger in rural (87%) and remote
areas (96%)

B A minority of home educators (19%) felt the Guidelines should be more detailed and
directive. Opinions were equally split over whether the Guidelines should stay as they are or

be more flexible

B The call for more flexibility was stronger amongst more experienced home educators (47%
amongst those with five or more years of experience), whilst those seeking more detailed
and directive guidance were more likely to have just started home schooling. This suggests
that more information and guidance would be helpful for ‘first time’ home schoolers
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Satisfaction With Current Guidelines

In the qualitative research, home educators recognised that they were an ‘individualist’ group. By
their very nature, they had elected to ‘row their own boat’. A flexible approach therefore
empowered them to create a learning environment and approach that suited the individual nature
of each child. This individual approach manifested itself during discussion about home education
networks. Whilst the home educators enjoyed the benefits of being associated with a network,
they still carried out their home schooling program ‘their way’. Whilst home schooling family
groups did meet from time to time or even regularly, the majority of home schooling was taking
place at an individual level

The call for guidelines that reflect the spirit of home schooling was mentioned more by those in
remote NSW (30%) and those with more experience 2-4 years (25%) and 5+ years (27%).
Remote home educators were more likely to mention specifics regarding the expected student
levels to be reached (26%) and to call for more down to earth language (15%)

Those with under one years experience mentioned more information or advice about the
curriculum (16%)
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Guideline Or Regulation

Q. Would you prefer home schooling registration to be processed through Q:E&:.:mm
(as it is now) or would you prefer regulations that would be specified in legislation?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

| prefer guidelines

| prefer
regulations

| don't have an
opinion either way

0 20 40 60 80 100 %
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Directive Or Flexible

Q. Some people have called for the guidelines to be more detailed and directive in nature and other
people have called for the guidelines to be more flexible. What is your opinion?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

Guidelines should be more
flexible

Guidelines should stay as they are

Guidelines should be more [l 19

detailed and directive

| don't have an opinion either way

Other m_m

No answer JA

® All N= 337
B Prefer guidelines N= 288

60 80 100 %
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One Guideline Change

B When asked in the main study to nominate any one significant change that could be brought
about for the improvement of home schooling, comments related mostly to resource
information and material, or to recognition issues

B The largest single comment related to information on resources and material m<m=m_.u_m SO
that home educators can keep up their standards (23%) and some specific information
needs were cited

|36
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One Guideline Change

Q. If you could make one significant change to the Guidelines - what would that be?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N= 337 %
Reflect the variety/ spirit of home schooling/less rigid 20
More specific as to expected student levels to be reached 18
More information/advice on curriculum 12
Written in everyday/down to earth language 10
Information on the ups and downs of home schooling written by experienced home schoolers 7
List of resources available 6
Like them as they are 4
Abolish them - they are too strict 3
Discussing the curriculum, rather than writing it out 2
More funding for home schooling 1
Followup/ support by the authorised person 1

1

Access to the same material used by Distance Education Centre (DEC) students
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Main Results
home schooling - general
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Home Schooling In General

There were a number of themes explored when home educators were asked to nominate
one change for the improvement of home schooling in general

Information and resource material along with raised public awareness and recognition were
common themes

More information on resources etc was mentioned more by those in remote areas (30%)
and those with 2-4 years experience (29%)

Acceptance that home schooling is different to conventional schooling was mentioned more
often by remote home schoolers (26%) and those with 5+ years of experience (23%)

When asked about issues home educators would like to raise in relation to the requirements
for home schooling (outside those already covered by the survey), the individual nature of
home schooling was evident i.e. recognition that home schooling is different, can be more
flexible and can suit children at a different pace. Some home educators called for greater
interaction with the authorised person whilst others called for less outside influence

|39
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General

Q. If you were likely to see one significant change brought about for the improvement
of home education - what would that be?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337 %
Information on resources and material available/keep up to standards 23
Acceptance by OBOS that HS is different to conventional school 15
More public awareness 12
Access to local school facilities/printed material/activities 12
Flexibility/less rigid rules | 12
Financial assistance 11
Better understanding by OBOS of childrens different needs "
A list of text books/printed material S
Home schooling to be viewed more seriously 9
Official recognition of child's achievement of required level of education 7
Access to SC/HSC/TAFE 6
Understanding the benefits to children of home schoolers 6
Authorised person ensure childiren is getting best possible education 5
Discounts on educational material 3
More open approach by schoolsfaliow HS to attend selected classes 2
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General
Q. Are there any other issues that you would like to raise in relation to the requirements for home
schooling?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337 %
Home schooling is 'different'/more informal/less strict 16 Q
Flexibility/choose the type of education that suits your child 13
Acceptance that children work in different paces ‘ \_i
Incentive to home schoolers/encouragement for efforts 7
More interaction with authorised person 6 ,

Easier access to school facilities/activities

Authorised person to be helpful to parent and child

Regulations/make sure home schoolers are giving best possible education to their child
Less outside influence

Financial assistance

Dispel the myth that home schooling is inferior to conventional education

Record keeping should not be compulsory/waste of time

More m%o,.zﬁmzo:\ﬁc@_mﬁ,.m,é%m, ess on how to register *o_, home schooling

Access to sit for SC/HSC/Tech courses

Accreditation/recognition of achievement _ | S 2 |

NI IR OGO O
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Main Results
attitudes towards

guideline specifics
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atisfaction With Current Guidelines

Whilst the majority of home educators felt
that the Guideli
hel ful Ammo%w total agree), there ] .E_ elines are eas
m:% 15% not helpful). ._.V:owm ooﬁmm MqﬂchLmzﬁ_m_ 3_.:9=< who felt Ewﬁwwﬁmnﬂm:w (56% total agree) and are
educators put those saying the Gui am::mw %mmwc“,ﬂmﬁ__:mm to be unhelpful were Momm__m,mq_,o” easy to understand
easy to understand ¢ y to be experie
ame from older hom nced home
e educators

m Opinions were very evenly divided on wheth
A . er the Guideli
Those with more home scho : elines reflecte .
home schooled primary m@m% _ﬁ_uﬂwawwﬂm:%mdwm?,wso expected to home m%::o“wmum_.ﬁw&m:a_:o of home schooling.
First time home educators, an re likely to feel the Guidelines did :MW\ wM.,_a w_. more, and who
ect an understandin
g.

@

s Qualitative feedback was positive on the i ;
) e -
it was felt this represen inclusion of the minimum curriculum section in th
in the Guidelines as

ted some real and tangible i ;
really getting down to it... a real starting bo\.:m ible information about what was required... ‘'n
... now we are
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l

Satisfaction With Current Guidelines

B The overwhelming majority (92%) considered it was important (rated 4 or 5 out of possible 5) that the
Guidelines acknowledged home schooling as a legitimate form of education. However n:_< 49% felt that
the Guideline performance was good (rated 4 or 5 out of possible 5) on this aspect. This suggests there
is a ‘gap’ between expectation and service delivery on legitimacy. Those home ma:omﬁoq.w who were ‘first
timers’ and those who expected their involvement {0 be of short duration rated the guidelines more
favourably

B The large majority (74%) felt that it was important to know what is expected of a committed person... 43%
of home educators felt that the Guidelines performed well on this aspect. Older home educators were
more critical

m  Home educators felt that their very involvement in home schooling was the absolute sign of commitment
and that they should not be asked to provide further evidence of their commitment. The personal (and
spouse/partner) implications of the choice to home educate, (such as loss of free time, qmncoﬁ_o: in social
time outside the family, substantial responsibility shouldered), are indicators of the commitment




OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY
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Overview - Attitudes Towards The Guidelines

Q. Here are some statements made about the general attitudes towards the guidelines.
Do you agree?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

® Strongly agree M Agree B Neither O Disagree M Strongly disagree

The guidelines are
easy to understand

The guidelines are
generally helpful

The guidelines reflect
an understanding of
home education

0 20 40 60 80 100%
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l

Importance Of Acknowledgement

Q. How important is the following aspect to successful home schooling?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

B Three OTwo HBLlow importance B NA

B High importance @ Four

Acknowledging that
home schooling is a
legitimate form of
education
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l\

Guideline Performance - Acknowledgement

Q. How well do you think the guidelines are performing for you in relation to the
following aspect?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

B Good performance M Four HThree OTwo B Poor performance MNA

Acknowledgement
that home schooling
is a legitimate form of
education

60 80 100%
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Importance Of Aspects - Commitment

Q. How important is the following aspect to successful home schooling?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

® High importance M Four @ Three O Two HLlow importance ENA

Knowing what is
expected of a
commited person

60 80 100 %
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Guideline Performance - Commitment

Q. How well do you think the guidelines are performing for you in relation to the
following aspect?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

® Good performance HFour B Three C1Two M Poor performance ENA

Knowing what is
expected of a
commited person

40 60 80 100 %
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Main Results
the application
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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STUDIES NSW - HOME EDUCATION STUDY

The Application Process

B The most important aspects regarding the application were having a o_.mm_. understanding of
the steps required and knowing exactly what the conditions of registration are (81% each)

B The next most important aspect was the ease of completing the application form (78%),
followed by encouragement to proceed (70%)

B Being advised of the benefits of registration was important to nearly six in ten home
educators

m All these aspects were even more important to first time home educators
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The Application Process

m The Guidelines performed well on ease of completing the application form (74%), and
having a clear understanding of the steps required (60%). Remote home educators rated
these performance aspects slightly more highly, as did first time home educators. Younger
home educators also rated the ease of completing the form higher

B Guideline performance was favourable regarding knowing exactly what the conditions of
registration were (49%) and being encouraged to proceed (41%)

B There was little recognition that the benefits of registration were advised by the guidelines
(27% good) and 23% rated the guidelines poorly (scoring one out of five)
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Importance Of Aspects - The Application Process

Q. How important are the following aspects to successful home schooling?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

e O Two ®Low importance H NA

® High importance ®Four H Thre

required

Knowing exactly what the conditions of
registration are

Ease of completing the application form ~

Being encouraged to proceed

Being advised of the benefits of registration

Bl 59% " %
0 20 40 60 80 100
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1 —

Guideline Performance - The Application Process

Q. How well do you think the guidelines are performing for you in relation to the following aspects?

Base: Currently Home Schooling N=337

® Good performance M Four M Three OTwo M Poor performance B Not sure ®NA

Ease of completing the application form

Having a clear understanding of the steps ﬁ e - 1
required ,ii},ew‘wmjlrs.iﬂ\_\h ‘ 5
Knowi . 60k
nowing exactly what the conditions of ,ﬁ o9y n 4
registration are by Tt e

Being encouraged to proceed #i ....... H 3
Being advised of the benefits of registration Ml\@w‘w 14 3

% _ _ _ %

0 20 40 60 80 100
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