Home Education F-2 Review 2017

This Review, drawn from our Monthly Summaries, needs to be read in conjunction with
our family’s Learning Plan, which sets out our home educational approach, methods,
resources and evaluation practices. Our Learning Plan, together with the general early
childhood curriculum objectives as outlined in this document, are neither prescriptive or
exhaustive, simply a guide we’ve developed to use as a scaffold on which we can build
activities around our children’s individual developmental and educational needs, as well as
to reflect on the learning journey experienced by all of us. As time passes these
documents will be tweaked so that they continues to meet our children’s needs, our
family situation, and our changing views, beliefs and values, as well as any changing
environmental and social conditions and opportunities.

In creating and preparing this natural learning home education curriculum for the early
childhood stage of our children’s lives we drew on information provided by the following
educational agencies:

Australian Curriculum
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

Belonging, Being and Becoming
https://www.coag.gov.au/sites/default/files/early years learning framework.pdf

South Australian Learners and Learning in the Early Years
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-skills-and-learning/early-childhood-
education-and-care/understanding-the-curriculum

We are educating our three children: ages 7, 5, and 3 years


http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
http://www.coag.gov.au/sites/default/files/early_years_learning_framework.pdf
http://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-skills-and-learning/early-childhood-

Development of the following competencies and abilities were focused on as part of our Learning Plan.

SKILL

DESCRIPTION

COMMENT

Thinking

Demonstrates creative, intuitive and imaginative thinking skills.

satisfactory

Poses and tests hypotheses and assumptions logically.

satisfactory

Confidently questions, explores and investigates.

satisfactory

Communication

Participates in discussions.

mostly when interest high

Is an effective oral communicator.

when attention is focused

Follows verbal instructions and directions.

generally satisfactory

Listens attentively and courteously.

most of the time

Reads and comprehends subject related literature.

working on

Uses appropriate writing forms and conventions.

working on

Edits written work.

helps to edit scribed work

Communicates clearly in writing.

working on

Writes legibly and fluently.

working on

Use audience appropriate communication strategies.

most of the time

Information

Collects, analyses and organises information.

satisfactory

Confidently accesses a variety of information sources.

Satisfactory

Working in Teams

Interacts effectively with others.

mostly when interest high

Demonstrates leadership skills.

satisfactory

Works as an effective team member.

getting better

Organisation

Is prepared and organised for learning activities.

satisfactory

Maintains study materials in good order.

working on

Begins work promptly.

satisfactory

Negotiate learning tasks and activities.

satisfactory

Reviews own performance.

satisfactory

Problem Solving

Shows evidence of critical thinking.

satisfactory

Is creative in achieving outcomes.

satisfactory

Attitude Maintains a positive and enthusiastic approach to studies. when interest is high
Demonstrates responsibility for own learning. satisfactory
Perseveres. when interest is high
Works productively and sensibly. satisfactory

Cooperation Works effectively with others. most of the time

Listens attentively and responds appropriately.

working on

Time Management

Is able to set priorities.

satisfactory

Cooperatively negotiates timetable for learning tasks and activities.

satisfactory

Completes tasks on time.

most of the time

Commitment Displays initiative. satisfactory
Demonstrates interest and desire to learn. satisfactory
Independent Work | Develop independent study habits. satisfactory

Able to work without supervision.

when interest is high

Quality of Work

Produces work of appropriate and consistent quality.

satisfactory

Demonstrates care in preparation and presentation of work.

when interest is high

Objectives Met

Understands skills and concepts of tasks and activities

satisfactory
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E D h

Language plays a central role in the social and educational development of young children. It encompasses the
ability to speak and listen; to critically view, read and comprehend; and to write with purpose, effect and
confidence. Learning language isn't restricted to activities in English: activities across the curriculum support and
develop language understanding, ability and skills.

Learning language is a social and collaborative process. Children explore and experiment with language for a
variety of practical, imaginative and playful purposes. They express their ideas and emotions, ask questions,
make plans, seek help, and use language to maintain social relationships. An interactive and stimulating learning
environment encourages the development and practice of language skills. This includes exposure to, and use of,
traditional forms of communication and multimedia and information technologies. As children become more
proficient, they become aware that language is used in a variety of ways to represent real and imaginary
experiences.

The development of functional literacy skills is an essential aspect of language development, and involves
understanding and applying the linguistic structures and features of standard Australian English, such as
organisational patterns, vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling and handwriting.

The development of critical literacy skills is supported by the opportunity to view and read a wide range of
literature and media relevant to children's everyday lives and personal experiences, including exposure to
contemporary and classical Australian literature. Children are encouraged to identify and compare values and
ways of thinking presented in texts and media to their own familiar experiences.

Play is recognised as offering an important opportunity to use and practise the skills of language and literacy.

Listening and Speaking:

e Speak clearly and fluently, with confidence, and demonstrate courtesy toward others.

e Participate in one to one, small and large group settings.

e Listen and respond to others and contribute to discussions.

¢ Use play activities to use, practice, and develop language skills.

e Use talk for specific purposes in various settings and situations: express ideas, feelings, observations and
opinions; amuse or entertain; explore and maintain relationships; request and give information; direct or
command; describe, make comparisons; evaluate, make plans and choices.

e Seek clarification when necessary, ask questions, and make thoughtful comments.

e Follow detailed verbal instructions.

e Engage in word play, such as jokes, riddles, made up rhymes, rhythms, and experiment with sounds.

e Use a variety of non-verbal communications such as mime, story telling using pictures and movement,
puppets, etc.

Reading and Viewing:

e Joinin discussions about books and pictures, and identify and reflect on the main ideas in stories.

e Retell stories, using words, pictures or movement.

e Understand the concepts of 'word' and 'sentence'; and to recognise familiar words, symbols, and letters in
familiar contexts.

e Understand concepts about print and books, such as orienting books correctly, read print from left to right
and top to bottom, front to back.

e Demonstrate ability to use strategies such as context and picture cues, re-reading, visualising, and 'sounding'
when attempting to read.

e Construct meaning from print or media that matches the author's intent.

e Develop positive attitude to reading.

Writing:

e Experiment with conveying ideas and messages using a variety of writing tools and media, including playing
with words, communicating through pictures, pretending to write, scribbling, and dictating stories.

e Compose simple texts and write for particular purposes.

e Tryout different formats, layout, styles of writing; printing, cursive, symbols, approximation of print.
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e Write own name and spell a range of frequently used words correctly.

e When attempting unknown words use phonics and other spelling strategies; including using a range of aids to
spelling, such as alphabet charts, picture dictionaries, own spelling book.

e With help, edit and prepare their writing for publication for others to view.

e Apply conventions of language, such as full stops; simple sentences; alphabetical order; capitals for proper
nouns and sentence beginnings; nouns, simple verbs and adjectives; question mark.

Research and Processing Skills:

e Sortand organise materials into groups and label them.

¢ Retell events in time order or set out pictures in time order.

¢ Distinguish between 'fact' and 'not fact'.

e Sort materials and information into categories.

e Judge materials and information as to usefulness or appropriateness for specific purposes.

Library Skills:

e Take proper care of books.

e Understand the function of a library, and identify the various sections within the library.
e Use alphabetical order to locate books.

e Understand the process for re-shelving books.

e Know how to borrow books.

¢ Seek assistance from the librarian and support staff when necessary.




ACTIVITY OR TASK

Usborne First Readers

Reading Eggs

Learning to play card,
board and dice games

Following written and
graphic instructions

Phonological and
phonemic awareness;

letter recognition; writing

Daily reading

Visits to the Library

New Notebooks and
stationery

COMMENT

Confidently and accurately answered comprehension questions and puzzles; D5
sounding some words, recognising others; remembering stories read previously;
relate some actions in stories to personal experience; respond to texts from
different cultures;

Identifying letters, matching sounds to pictures, eg “ppp peanut”

Getting the hang of taking turns; using appropriate interactions skills and gestures;
learning and following the rules and sometimes inventing new ones;

Becoming more independent when building LEGO sets; still need help with various
science and art kits and activities; cooking recipes, etc but increasingly recognising
familiar symbols and words.

Word play; creating rhyming sentences and short songs; recognising rhyming words;
identifying alliteration, syllables and sounds; excellent attention to correct
pronunciation (S7); speech therapy (D5); recognition of lower and upper case letters
of the alphabet; playing “I Spy” with both sounds, colours and beginning letters;
tracing and copying letters, using capitals at beginning of sentences (S7); writing
labels for contains;

Children select stories for daily read aloud; take selection of books to bed to ‘read’
to themselves; D5 quietly sounding out words as they are read to her and using
predicting and questioning strategies to create meaning form texts; listening and
responding appropriately; S7 can accurately recall information from texts,
especially reference books; LEGO Club magazine; talking about plot structure and
characterisation; able to identify some common words when reading instructions

Learning how to find and borrow books and DVDs, use the computers; understand
how different types of texts are organised; understand that texts are valued
communicators of knowledge and ideas

S7’s and D5’s writing showed improvement in letter and sound knowledge and
beginnings of writing behaviour using upper and lower case letters; both recreate
texts imaginatively using pictures and early writing attempts; taking ‘orders’ as a
‘waitress’ (D5);

Correspondence to friends The children receive and write letters to their friends in Qld, as well as birthday

Interpretive Signs

Various guided tours
Whiteboard

Story telling / writing

Minecraft

Sir David Attenborough

cards, etc.

The children listened to interpretive signs and texts offering information about
Listening respectfully, asking relevant questions

Prompted a flurry of writing activity and practice

Beverley scribes stories the children illustrate, or tell after they’ve drawn a picture.

S7is using the search function with help (locating letters of words spelled aloud for
him for him on the keyboard)

S7 had (almost) front row seats at the live performance/interview at the Festival
Centre, where David discussed his life’s work for over 2 hours.



Maniemarics

Young children are natural mathematicians. In their everyday play and activities they count, sort, classify,
compare and use number, space and measurement concepts with increasing complexity. Children investigate
and suggest strategies and problem solving ideas then test those ideas and strategies through manipulation of
materials and discussion with others. In this way, they come to understand the nature of the objects and events
in their environment.

Learning activities are structured to enable children to develop mathematical ideas using a variety of familiar
materials, and through problems which have personal meaning and relevance. Children learn to recognise when
the use of mathematics might help, how to choose appropriate mathematical strategies, decide on the level of
precision and accuracy required, carry out mathematical tasks, and interpret and communicate the results and
methods used in appropriate ways. They are encouraged to communicate their ideas and to appreciate the role
of technology within mathematics. Play is recognised as offering an important opportunity to use and practise
mathematical skills.

Appreciating Mathematics

¢ Demonstrate curiosity, initiative, flexibility, persistence, and a positive attitude when working
mathematically.
e Understand that mathematics has its origins in many cultures and is developed in response to human need.

Working Mathematically

¢ Manipulate a range of familiar objects.

e Develop comparative language when describing objects.

o Ask for clarification of mathematics concepts.

e Talk about their personal experiences with mathematical concepts.

e Represent mathematical problems using objects, pictures, symbols, statements, or mental images.
e Devise and test personal mathematics strategies to solve problems.

e Apply mathematics as a tool for problem solving in practical situations.

e Notice and talk about patterns in number, space, and data.

¢ I|dentify and describe, in simple terms, regularities and differences in patterns.

¢ Communicate their ideas, thoughts, and problem solving strategies mathematically.

Number

e Understand the concept of a group - compare, match and
order objects and collections, leading to the use of whole
numbers to count and order and mathematical notation to
represent collections.

e Understand that numbers can be put together and taken apart,
and can represent objects.

e Understand place value in Base 10; and count, read, write,
represent, order and compare using whole numbers from 1 to
100.

e Appreciate the need for standardised measurements and
notation.

e Read and write numerical sentences, and begin to remember
basic number facts, using visual and verbal representations
that combine words and numbers to solve problems.

e Devise, use and describe, in simple terms, a range of mental
calculating techniques.

o Estimate the size of small collections using whole numbers, and
begin to self-correct after measuring.

e Understand the symbols +, -, = and recognise which operation
to use for a particular situation.

e Estimate, add and subtract with numbers from 1 to 100.
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Create, identify, copy, continue and describe a variety of patterns and
relationships.

Recognise the face value of Australian coins and notes; and sort and
label.

Plan and describe simple and familiar purchases that involve the
giving of change.

Develop the concept of 'fair share', leading to the recognition and use
unit fractions as they occur in practical, everyday contexts.

Use a calculator to represent and explore numbers and number
patterns.

Measurement

Use different ways of measuring, including estimation, when
describing, comparing, planning, building and evaluating construction
and other activities.

Choose and use attributes of objects, such as feel, colour, length, etc,
as criteria for discriminating between objects when sorting,
classifying, comparing or putting them in order.

Use natural and other recurring or regular phenomena to describe
periods of time.

Place events in a time sequence, and understand that clocks and
calendars are used to show the passing of time.

Understand that objects can be represented in a variety of ways,
including the informal use of scale, and describe similarities and
differences between figures and between objects.

Explore, experiment, and use appropriate language to describe the
capacity and area of familiar objects.

Space

Recognise position in space and give and follow directions, using
appropriate language.

Draw and use simple maps showing the location of objects and people
in familiar environments.

Choose and use spatial criteria to discriminate between objects when
sorting, classifying, comparing and ordering them.

Create, draw, and investigate geometric patterns and figures.

Make and investigate structures, including geometric models.
Recognise simple translations, rotations, reflections, and symmetries.

Chance and Data

Recognise situations where chance is a factor, and understand,
identify and predict the most or least possible outcomes for familiar
events.

Carry out experiments that involve chance processes.

Answer questions about objects and familiar situations by collecting,
sorting and organising simple information and data about them.
Display or represent the data using objects and pictures in simple
charts and graphs.




ACTIVITY OR TASK

Shapes 2D and 3D

Position, movement,
direction

Compare, identify
similarities, sort by
attributes (colour, size,
shape)

Fractions

Number, number facts,
simple sums

Pocket Money

Estimation

Time

Symmetry

Spielgaben

Measurement

COMMENT

Identifying and naming shapes (making felt pizzas); playing with geoshapes to make
3D objects; identifying that different shape triangles have different angles but all
have 3 sides (57);

n o u

Using terminology correctly (“across”, “around”, “longer”, “heavier”, etc;
Understands “left”, “right”, “north”, “east”, “south”, “west”, and other spatial and
directional terms: can give and follow directions using such terms

Scale drawings using grid lines; playing ‘Guess Who’; jigsaw puzzles (colour
matching— D5; identifying by shape— S7); measure and compare lengths, compare
relative sizes; identifying and creating patterns; copying patterns (tap tap game);

Understands the concept of 'fair share' and equal fractions, eg making toast,
recognising that 2 halves makes 1 whole, and that halves cut into 2 creates
quarters; halving and doubling quantities when cooking;

Understanding the meaning of numbers; identifying quantity to 5 at a glance (S7);
counting to 50; recognising, tracing and writing numbers 1-10 (S7still tends to write
numbers backwards); basic addition and does simple mental calculations;
understands the symbols +, -, =, and what they are used for; beginning to read and
write number sentences, remember some basic number facts; introduction to
calculators;

Began getting pocket money, lots of discussions about saving and spending;
recognise, order and count coins and notes; sorting and counting money; counting
by fives (5, 10, 15 etc)

Guessing how many LEGO bricks used in constructions at Brickadelaide, how long it
would take to build models, etc (hours, days, weeks, months)

Places events in a time sequence; consolidate concept of “yesterday” and
“tomorrow”, “next week” as well days, weeks, months (replacing ‘sleeps’); learning
days of the week; age of different people; function of calendars; seasons; introduce

clock and telling the time

Paper planes; pipe cleaner constructions, Spielgaben, LEGO, Knex, block
constructions, drawing, recognition of symmetry within regular shapes (triangles,
squares, etc)

Uses mathematical terms when manipulating spielgaben pieces to form patterns,
shapes, designs; understands concept of a group in counting; estimates the number
of small groups; beginning to recognise simple translations, rotations, reflections
and symmetries

Estimates as well as uses various tools to measure, including arbitrary units, rulers
and tape measures when making and creating, planning and designing ; Describes,
using appropriate language, length, space and volume of familiar objects




0 @ 0
Young children naturally curious and are interested in why and how people interact with each other in their
familiar environments of home and local community. Through role playing games and by asking questions they
learn about relationships between people, work and leisure activities, and the places where people live, work
and play.
Learning activities in Society and Environment Studies aim to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes that
will enable children to eventually evaluate and effectively participate in local, national and global communities.

This involves learning about the influence of the past on the present, and that relationships and interactions
change and vary over time.

Social skills, values, and attitudes are developed through personally meaningful activities set in familiar contexts
and environments. Children are encouraged to ask questions, talk about their environment, find out information
from a variety of sources, and discuss their findings with others to develop opinions. By participating in personal
and community activities they begin to develop the skills to identify and investigate social, moral and ethical
issues. There is a focus on developing communication, problem solving, and decision making and participation
skills.

Learning activities reflect the similarities and diversity of people, places, cultures and lifestyles and encourage
the development of caring attitudes, aesthetic appreciation, environmental consciousness, social justice, respect
for self and other living things, honesty, cooperation, tolerance, social competence and civic responsibility.

Society and Environmental Studies integrate learning across the social science disciplines of history, geography,
politics, the law, anthropology, economics, and sociology, at a developmentally appropriate and personally
meaningful level.

Play is recognised as offering children important opportunities to understand and make sense of the social, built
and natural environments in which they live.

Place and Space

e Use the five senses to identify sounds, smells, textures, tastes, and images and to communicate their
responses and reactions to these in a variety of ways.

¢ Identify places that are important to the self and others, and explain, in simple terms, why they are so.

¢ Identify and distinguish between natural and built features of places using direct observation and explain
how those features might affect how people interact with that environment.

e Take partin routines and projects to care for a place.

e Develop basic concepts about local, Australian and global landscapes through aspects such as climate,
natural features, human activity, and land use.

Heritage and Change

¢ Identify simple sequences and patterns, and place events in order of occurrence using language that
demonstrates an understanding of time; such as past, present, and future.

¢ Identify events and stages in people's lives and place lifetime events and stages in sequence.

¢ Identify changes that occur daily and seasonally in the local environment and discuss the changes they see in
living things over time.

e Take an active part in celebrations of significant personal, cultural and seasonal events.

¢ Investigate personal and family history, and that of the local community, and compare with descriptions of
other times or cultures.

e Explore people's origins and futures and begin to demonstrate awareness that people's actions and values
are shaped by their understanding and interpretations of the past.

¢ Demonstrate some awareness of the diversity of human habitats at home and around the world.

e Demonstrate some awareness of how and why people move about, and beyond, their local areas.

¢ Understand that Aboriginal people are the first inhabitants of Australia, and that they continue to be a part
of Australian society, and that Dreaming Stories provide rules for living and transmit information about the
Aboriginal environmental and spiritual world.

¢ Identify and value diversity in groups and individuals.
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Cultures and Beliefs

Explore the common and unique features of humans - physical, emotional, and behavioural.

Demonstrate awareness of the basic needs and rights of people, and describe diverse ways in which
individuals, groups and societies help each other to meet those needs.

Understand that not all people's needs are met, and show awareness of the effects of stereotyping,
prejudice, harassment and discrimination.

Begin to understand that people form groups because of their shared understanding of the world, and that
groups can influence individual behaviour and identity.

Understand that different people have different cultural and religious beliefs, and show some awareness of
the ways in which these are celebrated.

Understand that different people have different ways of living at home, work and leisure activities.

Know that Australians come from a variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

Retell main ideas of traditional stories such as myths and legends.

Resources

Recognise and show curiosity about living and non-living features of the local environment.

Sort and classify objects as living, non-living, natural, and manufactured.

Learn about basic human needs: food, shelter, clean water and air, and how these are obtained.

Explore how people access natural resources, and the need for conservation and sustainable use.

Explore the ways in which people design and use buildings to satisfy particular needs.

Identify the work done by self and others, and understand that people manufacture and produce goods, and
provide services, and that these are paid for by others.

Manage personal time, tasks and care of possessions.

Take care of, and participates, in the cooperative management of group resources.

Natural and Social Systems

Investigate the ways in which humans and all living things make use of, and are affected, by the environment
in which they live.

Identify how rules and codes of conduct that have personal relevance influence daily life.

Identify, understand, and practice responsible, fair and acceptable behaviour and demonstrate respect for
the rights and opinions of others.

Participate in simple decision making processes involving others, and investigate the effects of decision
making in familiar environments on how people can safely play, work, travel, and live.

Understand that family structures are varied, and that family members take on a variety of roles to support
each other, including work to produce goods and services for others.

Know that children interact with a variety of people with whom they have different social relations.
Understand that in their leisure time people are able to choose from a variety of activities.

Investigation, Communication and Participation

Display imagination and natural curiosity about their familiar world.

Record and interpret information from talks, interviews,

observations, and surveys.

Reflect and present personal experiences and findings in a variety of

ways such as role-playing, writing, telling stories and poems, drama,

models, paintings and displays.

Share information, ideas, opinions and feelings with others on a

range of topics.

Read, view and construct simple maps, graphs and tables.

Gather, identify, compare, classify, record and present main

elements of information, from direct and indirect experiences and

observations of people and places, for an audience in a variety of

ways.

Participate in group activities and individual projects. Map of
Australia drawn

from memory
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Role playing, creating play
spaces

Maps

Playground and Parks,
Homeschool Gatherings

Homeschool Camps

Early Settler Life—SA
History

Military History—SA

Scouts

Transport

World History

Clean Up Australia Day

COMMENT

Creation of a Pirate Island Stronghold, with lookout tower

Building toy railway and car layouts, LEGO towns, castles, space stations

Creating landscapes using natural materials (sand, kinetic sand, pine mulch, plants,
rocks) and out of plastocine

Brickalaide LEGO exhibition

Drawing treasure maps; free hand drawing map of Australia (S7); Google maps
and Google Earth; identifying where they live on a map of Australia and on a globe
of the world; following the map and directions along Linear Park; locating
prominent geographical and built features from the view at Mt Lofty Summit

Carisbrooke Park, Anstey Hill, Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens, Adelaide Botanic Gardens,
South Terrace, Linear Park, Chookarloo Kuitpo Forest, Adelaide Zoo, Monarto Zoo,
Thorndon Park, Bonython Park, Ingalalla Waterfall, Morialta Waterfall, Tanunda,
Aligator Gorge, Australian Arid Lands Botanic Gardens, Royal Adelaide Show,
Normanville Beach, Marine Discovery Park, Port Adelaide Christmas Pageant, Santas
Wonderland, Sellicks Beach, Mintaro Maze, Balmoral Reserve, Festival of Mud,
Seven Hill Adventure Playground, Clare Homeschool Camp, Big Rocking Horse,
Dunstan Adventure Playground, Crocs Indoor Play Centre; Fireworks (Royal Adelaide
Show, Port Adelaide Xmas Pageant, Normanville New Years Eve); Campbelltown
Playground, Waterworld Splash Park, Campbelltown Swimming Pool, Dunstan
playground Civic Park Modbury; Kirinari HEASA Open Day; Gumeracha Toy Factory,
Haighs Chocolate Factory Tour

Mambray Creek Flinders Ranges Homeschool Camp; Clare Homeschool Camp

Hahndorf Academy Museum Imagining the Past Festival: fibre crafts, school,
household chores, blacksmith, animals, carpentry

Burra ‘Passport’: mines and infrastructure, school, gaol, police station, brewery,
trains and transport, agriculture, miners’ dugouts and houses, lookouts
Uleybury School Excursion: what life was like for students

Port Dock Railway Museum Family Fun Fair

Martindale Hall

Seven Hill Winery Historic Precinct

Keswick Barracks Army Museum: Boer War, WW1, WW2, Korean War, Vietnam
War, what life was like for soldiers, weapons, machinery, different environments;
National Military Vehicle Museum Edinburgh

S7 and D5 both started Joey Scouts when they each turned five are are
enjoying the regular activities and camps.

Port River Princess Dolphin Cruise
Train, tram and OBahn bus trips, including tunnels
Port Dock Railway Museum

Tea Cup Travels (TV show) inspired the children to play games based on different
times in history
Documentaries, movies

Participated in a local clean up with Scouts.
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Selenece

Young children are fascinated by the world they live in and are keen explorers of their environment. Guided by
their natural curiosity, they enjoy experimenting, building, inventing, making, and solving practical problems of
their own choosing. They learn through direct experience, using all of their senses, how to investigate,
understand and communicate their ideas about the physical, biological and technological world. They actively
construct their knowledge and understandings, by working on self-initiated and cooperative activities, and
through imaginative play.

Science helps children to become critical thinkers by encouraging them to use evidence to evaluate the use of
science in society and its application in daily life. Children engage in activities designed to answer their questions
about the natural and technological world, using processes that encourage them to think, work and
communicate scientifically. These processes emphasise the development of critical analysis and evaluation skills
and an inquiring mind. Children are encouraged to communicate their activities, understandings, and findings to
different audiences for a range of purposes, in a variety of ways.

Children learn to value the processes that support life and become aware of the ethical consideration of the
impact of science activities and products on people and the environment.

This subject recognises the importance of children's play as a learning platform for developing scientific
guestions and ideas.

Working and Communicating Scientifically

e Talk about their prior understandings and knowledge.

e Ask simple questions.

e Use their five senses to describe, label, sort and classify objects based on simple attributes such as shape,
smell, texture, colour, appearance, and behaviour.

e Speculate about, and suggest simple explanations for, some of their observations.

e With support, list what is known, and frame questions or plans for investigation of familiar situations.

e Carry out instructions and procedures involving a small number of steps.

¢ Make measurements, based on comparison with familiar objects, and using balances.

e Keep records to identify, and predict, patterns during investigations.

e Conduct simple tests, and talk about their observations and suggest possible interpretations.

¢ Relate their observations and interpretations to other situations.

e Use simple scientific terms.

e Beginning to use symbols to represent objects and events.

e Useinformation to draw conclusions.

e Suggest possible ways to improve their investigations in the light of their findings.

¢ Identify the ways in which they use science in their everyday lives.

e Describe the ways people in their community use science.

¢ Identify and explain ways that familiar applications of science protect them.

e Collaborate with others in the care of living things.

e Share their ideas and discoveries in a variety of ways; oral and written forms, labelled drawings, models,
charts, or represent situations through stories and play.

Energy and Change

¢ Identify and investigate various sources of energy in every day life.

e Describe the different ways people use various sources of energy in their day to day lives.

e Use their knowledge of the different ways sounds can be produced to make and play simple musical
instruments.

e Manipulate objects and describe their properties, motion and position.

e Explore, describe, and predict the ways that different objects move.

e Describe changes in things that interact, and in sequences of connected events.

e Understand that the effects of change can be observed, described, measured in some way, and controlled.

e Describe, in simple terms, the properties of light, sound, heating, magnetism, and movement.

e Use simple tools to join, shape, bend, and fold different materials.
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Investigate the use of simple machines, such as levers and rollers
to move objects.

Earth and Beyond

List ways that the local environment influences their daily lives.
Distinguish major features of the natural and built environment.
Identify and describe changes that occur in the local
environment.

Relate weather patterns to seasonal changes and describe the
effect of the weather on people's lives.

Identify prominent objects of the day and night sky and describe
the changes that take place over a period of time and how this
affects their lives.

Life and Living

Distinguish between living and non-living things and classify living
things as plants or animals.

Identify and label their basic needs and the needs of other living
things familiar to them.

Understand that there are similarities between parents and
offspring.

Demonstrate some awareness that there is great diversity of
living things on the planet and the interdependence of all life.
Identify and compare observable features of themselves and
other living things.

Identify features that change over time, in them, and in animals
and plants.

Describe, in simple terms, how living things respond to changes in
their environment.

Describe, in simple terms, the types of relationships that exist
between living things.

Compare and contrast similarities and differences within, and
between, groups of living things familiar to them.

Collaborate with others in the care of living things.

Link the observable features of themselves, animal and plants, to
their functions.

Understand, in simple terms, their own biology and that of other
living things.

Describe, in simple terms, how organisms grow and reproduce,
and understand how they change over generations.

Natural and Processed Materials

Manipulate and identify a range of common materials around
them and describe their uses.

Identify the basic properties of a range of common materials.

List the ways materials are used for different purposes

Identify different ways in which materials can be changed or
preserved.

Distinguish between changes that cannot be readily reversed and
those that can.

Understand that the handling of material requires the use of safe
practices

Use simple tools to join, shape, bend, fold, and manipulate
different materials.

Understand that resources are finite, and the need for
conservation and wise use.
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Science Alive Expo

Energy

Properties of light

Earth

Life cycles

Living things—animals

COMMENT

Children keenly participated in a number of activities and spent 4 hours looking at
the displays and exhibits.

Learning about fires: lighting them, what burns, safety
Using fire to manipulate metal into objects (blacksmith)
Discussions about electricity, generation and distribution

Magnification: experimenting with magnifying glasses and sheets, using a
microscope

Fluorescence: observing how ultraviolet light effects colour of objects in the dark
3D effect using glow sticks (red and blue)

Investigating and exploring how water erodes and shapes land (at the beach,
flooded river, sandpit play, gorges, etc)

Geological ages, sedimentation and fossilisation, palaeontology, dinosaurs, visited
museum exhibits, exploring caves, Dinosaurs Alive (Adelaide Zoo)

Exploring properties of dirt and sand and other materials (building, ‘mud pies’)
Experiments using gravity (water, balls, cannons)

Mining: visited historic mines and mine workings

Rock collection, fossicking

Caught a caterpillar that spun into a cocoon, found cocoons
Spider egg sack

Watched frog eggs become tadpoles and then frogs

Raising chickens from eggs (life cycle, basic needs)

Koala spotting, created frog habitat (different animals live in different places where
their needs are met)

Handling different reptiles

Identifying animals and wildlife when out and about and on excursions

Adelaide Museum Discovery Centre and exhibits

Adelaide Zoo, Monarto Zoo, Urimbirra Wildlife Park

Looking after guinea pigs (basic needs: water, shelter, food, hygiene, stimulation,
breeding)

Whale Museum and whale watching

Dolphin cruise on Port River, dolphin spotting at beach

Intertidal zones, reef life, Lady Bay, Marine Discovery Centre

Feeding wild ducks, pigeons

Insect talk at Young Explorers Session Adelaide Museum

David Attenborough live, documentaries

River Monsters, Deadly 60 TV shows
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Living things—plants

Properties of materials

Space

Properties of water

Sir David Attenborough: A
Quest for Life

Thinking scientifically

COMMENT

Fed insects to Venus fly trap plant, touch sensitivity

Learned about plant needs (water, soil, fertiliser, sunlight) and effect of climate.
D5 cared for her garden, S7 established his own garden bed. Help with gardening
(watering, pruning, planting, weeding); volunteer tree planting

How plants propagate: seeds, fruits, cuttings, spores, nuts; grew plants from seed
and cuttings

How some seeds travel: flight, prickly, carried by ants

Finding and comparing different fungi in forests and woodlands

David Attenborough live, documentaries

Little Sprouts at Botanic Gardens: learned about different roles insects play, pests
or friends and harvesting food from plants

Parts and properties of plants (leaves, stems, aroma, taste, etc)

Visit to see the world’s largest flower, Amorphophallus titanium, Botanic Gardens

Observe property and nature of materials and predict how they will behave in
different situations: eg building cubby houses using different materials, making
models, etc.

People use properties of different materials to manufacture things (glass
windscreens, metal car bodies, etc)

How materials are changed to become other things (milk to butter, fleece spun
into wool, wool to felt, ore to metal to tools, trees to timber to furniture, etc)

Constructed a solar system kit (S7)

Watched video comparing size of Earth, Moon and other planets
Understanding about the nature of space (vacuum, freezing)
Star Gazing at Observatory Mawson Lakes

Exploring flow and gravity, force and pressure using hoses, bath toys and gadgets,
etc; Dissolvability of different things in water

S7 had (almost) front row seats at the live performance/interview at the Festival
Centre, where David discussed his life’s work for over 2 hours.

Posing and responding to questions

Observing, asking questions about, and describing properties and changes in
objects and events

Sharing and communicating observations and ideas

Making predictions, describing patterns and relationships
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lechinologles

Young children are very interested in how and why things in their environment work. They experiment with a
range of materials and products, ask questions, and use play and toys to imitate the uses of technology and
systems they see around them. They are enthusiastic inventors and creators, drawing on their vivid imaginations
and emulate the adult world in their play and constructions.

Learning activities are derived from play and familiar, every day situations. Children are encouraged to produce
approximations of their original intentions, through a trial and error approach, using a range of technological
strategies and materials. Access to a wide range resources, including materials, processes and systems, is an
essential element of this area of learning.

Children are encouraged to understand that technology is designed and developed to meet human needs, and
how it is affected by differing cultural beliefs, values, abilities, and ethical positions. As they develop
technological skills, they become innovative, adaptable, and reflective, and learn how to select appropriate
materials, information, and process to create systems, solutions, and products that consider the short and long-
term impact on societies and environments. Children are encouraged to make simple judgements about the
characteristics of products, processes, and systems.

Children learn that a process is a planned series of steps for the achievement of practical purposes and that a
system is a combination of people and components that function together to achieve specified goals.

Technology Process

¢ Display curiosity about how things work and are developed, created or modified.

¢ Develop knowledge of technology through play.

e Generate ideas by a trial and error approach, and make approximations.

¢ Recognise the various stages of technological achievement; the forming of an idea, the collection and
selection of materials, doing or making, and evaluating the outcome.

e Use materials and equipment to make simple products, processes and systems.

e Explain the uses of basic materials and equipment.

e Follow their own or others' plans for making things.

¢ Build simple objects that perform specific functions.

o Modify and improve their designs.

e Use tools and materials carefully, responsibly, and safely.

e Select appropriate tools for different purposes; such as scissors, paint brushes, hand held saws, hammers,
drills, staplers, cool glue guns, sewing equipment or machines, cooking equipment.

e Put away, store, and care for materials and equipment properly and safely.

e Perform simple equipment maintenance, such as cleaning.

e Recognise the importance of recycling and disposing of materials in appropriate ways.

e Understand that resources and materials may be limited, and design and use accordingly.

e Share materials and resources with others.

Materials

e Handle, identify, describe, and classify everyday items and materials using the five senses.

¢ Identify the sources of familiar materials and what they are made from.

¢ Investigate the possible uses and functions of a range of everyday materials.

e Identify features of a range of materials, such as texture, flexibility, strength, smoothness, or shape.
e Select materials and quantities appropriate to task.

e Make things from everyday resources, including natural, raw and processed materials.

¢ Manipulate and experiment with different ways to shape, mould, join, colour, and finish materials.
e Modify designs, using more appropriate materials, processes, and systems than originally selected.

Information

e Suggest or think of several ways of solving problems and doing things.
e Design things for their own and others needs.
e Ask questions to identify how they can help with a problem.
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¢ Identify and investigate how technologies help people.

e Use drawings and models to share their design ideas and what they have done.

e Explain how their constructions and products work, what they are for, or designed to do.

e Follow simple procedures to use information systems.

e Find, gather, sort, analyse, and store information, using talk and conversation, simple text and drawings,
diagrams, maps, photos, audio/video tapes.

e Examine how people use information at work/home for difference purposes; and describe ways in which
information is used, stored, transmitted, and presented.

e Test out ways of practically achieving their purposes.

¢ Make judgements about their designs, the processes and materials used, and the resultant products or
outcomes.

e Present and share information with others, using different ways of conveying information to others; talk,
audio or video cassette, letter, report, poster, email, etc.

e Talk about examples of technology found in the home and familiar environment, such as household
appliances, bicycles, toys, and say what they do, and why.

e Explore the use of technologies such as telephone, cameras, calculators, video and audio cassette recorders,
and computers.

Systems

¢ Identify the basic parts of systems such as communication, energy, mechanical, management, transport, and
cooking systems; and describe, in simple terms, the functions and relationships between the components of
those systems.

e Relate the importance of people in systems, such as health or postal workers, to their lives.

e Recognise the importance of safety rules.

e Follow a short sequence of steps to operate a system safely.

e Assemble, use, and control simple systems, such as mechanical toys, or record sounds with a tape recorder.

¢ Identify simple causes of system failure, such as human error, broken parts or power loss.

¢ Investigate how manufactured objects, such as toys and bicycles, move, and name the moving parts.

e Investigate simple and familiar everyday systems for collecting, transporting and transforming materials.

e Investigate simple and familiar systems for storing and processing information and resources.

¢ Demonstrate consideration of the positive and negative consequences, and costs and benefits, in decision-
making processes.
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Loft Bed

Design and modelling

Maker Faire, Tonsley

Gumeracha Toy Factory
Jam Factory visit
Alexandrina Cheese Co

Working with Dad in his
workshop

LEGO, Bionicles, Mixels

Landscaping project

Wood whittling

Minecraft

Information Technologies

Photography

COMMENT

S7 involved in planning and designing loft bed for his bedroom.

Inspired by a paper plane kit S7 made and tested his own designs, evaluating and
improving their performance.

His pipe cleaner models have become increasingly complex and detailed and
realistic, as has his designs and constructions from other materials (sculpy clay,
plasticine, junk box items).

Dinosaur ‘fossil’ kits

Copying and scaling plans/drawings

S7 designed and made a model of a wind pump Building

a cubby from bark strips in Kuitpo Forest Kits—3D

models, bouncy balls, solar system, etc Designing and

creating Halloween costumes and props

Looked at exhibits; sat in racing car; tried on medieval armour and handled
weapons; made glass fridge magnets; creating giant bubbles, lasers, etc

Guided tour of the factory; how wooden toys using different tools and techniques
Watching glass blowers create vases, etc.
Tour around a working dairy and cheese making factory

Both children help their dad work on various woodworking and metal working
projects, learning to use a variety of tools safely, and to be safe in a workshop
environment.

S7 has progressed from needing help to follow instructions to build new models to
being almost independent. Beginning to create substantial self-designed builds,
starting to get the hang of the medium. Both children eagerly await the LEGO Club
magazine and pour over them for hours. Help to sort LEGO pieces by size, colour,
width, thickness.

LEGO Make’n’Take sessions

Children helped to locate and design their large sandpit, sourcing and locating
materials, clearing the area and building the sandpit. Using materials, components,
tools, equipment and techniques to safe make designed solutions. Helped to create
props for play from fallen branches.

Using penknife and vegetable peelers (learning from other children) in forest and at
Nature Play.

S7, and then D5, began playing and exploring Minecraft. S7 mostly creates and
builds and learns from YouTube tutorials.

Use online learning programs such as Reading Eggs and watching YouTube videos
on the laptop; Eggy Words, puzzles and LEGO Creator on the mobile phone, plus
Netflix and documentaries

Using phone camera, took photos to turn into stop-go movie (unfinished); taking
portrait photos, D5 likes to make selfie ‘documentaries’ about her chickens
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TE LS

The Arts provide young children with a powerful vehicle for expressing and communicating, through imaginative
interpretation, their life experiences. Children explore and develop their ideas and feelings using a range of arts
skills, knowledge, techniques and processes. In this learning area they are encouraged to create, present and
appreciate the art forms of dance, drama, media, music and visual arts.

The development of inventive thought and action is encouraged, through a range of activities that involve
making, inventing, expressing, imagining, planning, designing, problem solving, initiating, improvising,
composing, writing and scripting. Presentation is an important element of art and includes rehearsing,
performing, visualising, polishing, reproducing, interpreting, staging, showing, exhibiting, celebrating, publishing,
broadcasting or screening of arts products to an audience, viewers, listeners or readers. When responding to art
works, performances and presentations by others children engage in acts of viewing, listening, analysing,
evaluating, comparing, testing, abstracting, discriminating, talking and writing.

Aesthetic understanding helps children to appreciate and critically respond on their own works and those of
others. Through their art experiences children come to understand broader questions about the values and
attitudes held by individuals and communities.

Learning in this area recognises that children are inherently creative and that play is their natural way of
learning in the arts.

Creating and Presenting the Arts

e Observe and participate in art activities.

e Engage in imaginative role playing games using a variety of props and toys.

e Use direct and focussed play to create and interpret their ideas.

e Experiment with elements of art - sound, shape, movement, colours, form, and images - and explore a range
of art materials and media, in making and doing things.

¢ Show a capacity to be creative, imaginative, and inventive.

e Plan, design, experiment, and explore ideas through practical activity.

e Use observation, modelling, repetition, and imitation, using different media, when creating artworks.

e Experiment with, and transform, known ideas to generate art works.

e Use and adapt a range of appropriate art skills, techniques, processes, and conventions, including traditional
and emerging technologies.

e Use simple arts terminology when talking about their art work.

e Demonstrate awareness of the basic elements, skills and conventions of various art forms.

¢ Demonstrate continuing refinement of gross and fine motor skills.

e Tryout different solutions.

e Persistin art tasks.

e Develop ideas, individually and collaboratively, to satisfying conclusions using a range of creative processes.

e Present art works to familiar audiences for a range of purposes - share artwork with others.

e Show understanding of different purposes for art such as enjoyment, advertising, and ritual.

Living with and Appreciating the Arts

e Use descriptive language to explain what they are making, doing or interpreting.

e Describe how they developed their arts works.

¢ Reflect on, and evaluate, the processes used in the creation of their art works.

e Use suitable audience behaviours.

e Talk about what they like or dislike in art performance, works, and presentations they have viewed.

e Describe and interpret their impressions and experiences as viewers of artworks.

e Value the arts and show positive attitudes to their own continued involvement in learning and using the arts
to create, express, understand and communicate.

e Understand their own arts heritage and recognise the diverse traditions and cultures that contribute to
Australian arts.

¢ Understand how the arts vary according to time and place.

e Show through participation and response that involvement in the arts is enjoyable.
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Creating Art

Colour

Performances and
Exhibitions, audience
appreciation

Dramatic role play

Drama

Music

Dance

COMMENT

Following instructions, learning different art and craft techniques (kits, activities,
nature play, etc); using tools safely; getting better at tidying up away after
activities and looking after activity room; S7 has caught up with D5’s dexterity
using scissors, glue gun, etc (attention to safe use);

Drawing using different media (pencil, texta, charcoal, etc); pictures of animals,
people and trees, etc are becoming more detailed and accurate.

Painting on different media: paper, card, wood, bark, stones

Sculpture using different media: sculpy clay, sand, kinetic sand, recycled materials,
pipe cleaners, natural materials, dolly pegs, pom poms, pop sticks, etc

Making beads, stringing beads to make necklaces, etc

Using lasers and computer (IT media) to create project artworks

Nature art: constructions, printing, wood whittling, beading

Working with fibore—embroidery, sewing, helping to make a dress (D5), dragon
costume S7 and Halloween costumes and props; decorating aprons Creating
dioramas ; Cup Cake Decorating; Terracotta Plant Pot Painting and herb
planting; Nature Play with Wild Imagination weekly session; Easter Craft
homeschool session; Tie Dying homeschool session

Understanding of primary and secondary colours, blending colours and shades.
Both children are beginning to use more colour in their drawings.

Cinderella Pantomime by Upstage Theatre

Festival of Arts Fringe Laser Light Installation North Terrace

Erth Dinosaur Zoo, Norwood Town Hall

Imagining the Past Lantern Parade and Fire Sculptures

Various dioramas, museums and exhibits

Rustic Metal Sculptures

Animatronics Dinosaurs at the Adelaide Zoo

Disney on Ice at the Entertainment Centre

Frozen on Ice at the Entertainment Centre, D5 got to ‘hi five’ some of the cast
Art, Craft, Cookery and Plant exhibits at Royal Adelaide Show, live performances
Snuggle Pot and Cuddle Pie at Adelaide Festival Centre

Halloween, princesses, dragons, knights, dinosaurs, ninjas, Minecraft, doctors,
vets, mothers and fathers with baby dolls With miniature toys: LEGO, Barbie dolls,
cars, soldiers, etc

Mud Kitchen Play

Creating a ‘theatre’ and putting on ‘shows’ (explore role and dramatic action,
improvisation, use voice, facial expression, movement and space to imagine and
establish role and situation, to communicate ideas and stories)

‘Camping’ at home sleepovers

D5 and S7 started drama class, S7 opted out, D5 enjoys it immensely

Painting to music

Creating dance sequences for ‘shows’

S7 learned how to whistle a tune

Play with percussion instruments, different sequences (clapping, slapping) with
rhythm, mimicking others’ patterns

Playing with piano and guitar

D5 is constantly making up and singing songs

D5 began ballet, had her first public performance on stage at the Adelaide Uni
Theatre, with costume and make up.

‘Dance offs’ with friends and family

End of Year Homeschool Disco
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el ame Pysiea) Eeueaton

Children learn what it means to be healthy through involvement in play, games, physical activities, and
interactions with family, friends, and others in safe and supportive environments. Through the formation of
positive relationships with others, children develop self-concept, self-confidence, and self-esteem.

Learning in this area recognises and reflects the influence of age, gender, general health, beliefs and values of
family and peers, media messages, cultural background and access to resources on the development of the
individual and his or her relationships with others.

There is a focus on activities that have immediate relevance to the learner's personal development, with an
emphasis on playful, fun, creative and challenging activities in familiar contexts and settings.

Health, Personal and Physical Development Studies provide children with a balance of knowledge, processes
and skills to promote and protect their own and others' physical, mental, social, emotional and spiritual well-
being. Children are encouraged to make informed, responsible, constructive and positive choices, assess and
manage risks and take appropriate actions in a variety of situations, whilst developing an understanding of the
rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in society. This involves adapting skills to changing
circumstances, and actively participating in activities that help to change the physical and social environment to
meet individual and group needs.

Children develop their fine and gross motor skills through physical activity and the handling of equipment and
materials. Activities aim to increase children's confidence in their physical ability, coordination, and movement
skills.

Human Development and Health

¢ Name external body parts and describe their functions, and know own physical attributes.

o Identify ideas, feelings, and questions about birth, growing up, ageing and death.

e Talk about feelings and attitudes toward the body.

e Compare similarities and differences between people at different stages of life.

¢ Identify a range of foodstuffs and explore why and where certain foods are eaten.

e Understand that people eat a variety of food and that what people eat influences their health.

¢ Show awareness of the five food groups and the role of balanced diets in maintaining good health.
e With support, practice hygienic and safe preparation of simple meals.

¢ Understand the need for adequate sleep, rest and relaxation every day.

Self management and Interpersonal Skills

¢ Name a range of emotions experienced by themselves and others, and express feelings honestly.
e Demonstrate understanding of the similarities and differences between individuals, and explore their own
uniqueness and that of others.
e Show awareness of personal growth over time.
e Describe examples of media and a cultural stereotyping.
¢ Develop and demonstrate simple self-management skills, such as planning and
goal setting, effective and informed decision making, through play and
interaction with others.
e Demonstrate ability to work alone to complete a task.
o Work cooperatively and collaboratively with a partner, or in small groups.
e Understand that their behaviours and decisions have positive and negative
consequences for themselves and others.
e Speak clearly, listen without interrupting, and respond to clear instructions.
¢ Follow rules, and adjust rules to ensure fairness and equality.
e Describe themselves in personal family and community terms.
e Recognise that some people have different health needs and exhibit attitudes
and values that promote personal, family, and community health.
e Demonstrate awareness of the roles of individuals in families and the local
community, especially health workers.
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Safety and Protection

Follow verbal and pictorial instructions, and simple signs.

Describe feelings that tell them whether a substance, place, object or situation is safe or unsafe.

Identify what makes a familiar environment safe.

Identify safe and unsafe behaviours.

Identify harassing behaviour and know how to get help to stop it.

Act to keep them safe, and to help someone who is hurt or unhappy.

Seek assistance from trusted adults when needed.

Suggest ways to improve personal safety and the safety of others, and work, with support, to change unsafe
conditions, practices and behaviours.

Understand that rules are made to help to protect themselves and others from harm.

Show awareness of safety rules and other protective measures in the home, community, and environment.
Know how to use toys, playground, and sports equipment safely.

Recall important information, such as name and address, and telephone number.

Use telephone effectively in emergencies.

Understand and practice simple first aid techniques and related hygiene.

Understand and practice road safety, sun-safe and water-safe behaviours.

Understand that personal hygiene is helpful in the prevention of illness and disease, and practice personal
hygiene behaviours.

Identify suitable clothing for a range of activities and situations.

Active and Healthy Lifestyles

Describe what it means to be healthy and some actions that promote healthy lifestyles.

Explore a range of health issues relevant to their stage of development.

Identify and explore health services and products, and who chooses them and why.

Show respect and tolerance for others, and engage in fair play.

Participate in structured physical activity with rules.

Take turns, follow simple rules and procedures when playing games, and share equipment and space.
Communicate feelings during and after each activity through words or action.

Take part in games and activities.

Participate in regular moderate physical activity and exercise.

Show awareness of the benefits, and practice of, warm up and cool down exercises and compares the effects
of continuous and short bouts of exercise on the body.

Develop efficient movement in locomotion such as walking and running; body management such as rolling
and balancing; object control such as throwing, catching and kicking; and to link movement patterns, such as
skipping.

Develop awareness of the role of competition in games and physical activities.
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ACTIVITY OR TASK

Looking after belongings,
managing own space, time,
chores

Physical activity and
development

Self management and
interpersonal skills

Games

Balanced diets

Awareness of body parts,
looking after our bodies

Setting and working towards
goals

COMMENT

Both children have transitioned from a messy room to an organised and
relatively tidy room, seeing the value in being able to find what they need when
they need it.

Independently organise own breakfast and lunch most days

Balance has improved, particularly for D5, who frequently challenges herself on
objects off the ground

S7’s upper body strength and confidence on climbing frames, playground
equipment has improved considerably

Children are very physically active: bike riding, scooters, walks in Linear Park
feature weekly; they use the trampoline and outside play equipment daily
Swimming—both children can dog paddle and float; D5 improving balance on
body board

Regular Gym Sports with the homeschool group

S7 has progressed enormously with using self management strategies re
awareness of emotional reactions and anxiety. Asks if food is soy free before
eating and rarely gets upset if he misses out. D5 is focusing on attentive
listening. Both are aware of how emotional responses impact on others.
Practicing strategies they can use when they feel uncomfortable or unsafe or
need help with tasks, problems or situations

Describe their own strengths and limitations, notice and comment on those of
others, and identify how these contribute to personal identities

S7 understands irony, sarcasm and satirical humour.

S7 and D5 are getting better at controlling their extremely competitive natures
and at following rules when playing card, board and dice games with us and
their friends.

Working on toning down their need to be the ‘boss’ and control all aspects of
play with each other and friends.

The children are very active in the kitchen: basic food preparation skills,
awareness of food groups, nutrition, and cooking processes.

Instigated food charts to help children independently manage personal nutrition
and they are working well.

Much learning occurs when children need medical intervention— visits to
medical practitioners have underlined the importance of preventative action
and safe use of medicines: Dentist—baby and adult teeth, Xrays, removal of
dead teeth; Hospital—tongue and lip tie, adenoids to address night breathing
issues; Behaviour Optometrist; ASD Assessment; Doctor visits, vaccinations
Dramatic role playing games (doctor, vet, hospital, etc)

Skeletons and bones; building a skeleton, finding skeletons of dead animals
Identifying body parts including internal organs, reproductive systems, lungs and
what they do

Awareness that diseases affect people differently; that some people can’t do
things because of acute or chronic disease

Exploring what it means to be a consumer, a worker and a producer; earning
and managing pocket money, saving and budgeting;
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Languages

Young children have a natural fascination for language. They enthusiastically experiment with language in
playful contexts. This aspect of their language development makes them particularly receptive and open to
exploring a language other than English, especially in the presence of good role models or natural speakers of
that language.

Language is fundamental to culture. The ability to communicate effectively and appropriately in languages other
than English offers children a unique opportunity to gain insights into other cultures. Through learning another
language children deepen their current understandings about cultural diversity, and enable opportunities to
interact with people and cultures, other than their own, through social, cultural or vocational interests later in
life.

An essential element of learning languages other than English is the exploration of the language system of the
target language. This strongly supports literacy development generally, through a process of identification of
similarities and differences between the target language and English. Learning activities are designed to develop
the skills of listening, speaking, reading, writing, comprehending, appreciating and producing an ever-widening
range of texts, representing a variety of contexts and situations, in the target language, and the discussion and
evaluation of such texts.

Activities are designed to reinforce young children's natural inclination to make sense of their immediate world,
and are focussed on themselves, their families, and family life. Play is recognised as an important vehicle for
using and acquiring the target language.

Listening, Responding and Speaking

e Listen carefully and attentively.

e Show comprehension, by replying non-verbally through appropriate action, or by giving simple verbal
responses.

¢ Identify known items of language and make links between sounds and visual elements.

e Enjoy experimenting with sound, gesture, and simple substitution.

e Play with, and mimic, the sounds of the target language.

e Attempt to speak short sentences and phrases in the target language, using some English and some target
language.

e Memorise and sing songs, chant, and repeat rhymes in the target language.

e Discriminate between questions and statements, and respond appropriately.

e Use correct word order when speaking short sentences or phrases in the target language.

e Self-correct errors over time.

e Engage in short exchanges, accompanied by non-verbal interaction and communication.

e Use appropriate body language, intonation, and supporting gestures.

e Practice and rehearse speaking in the target language in contexts directly related to their familiar, concrete
experience.

e Understand and respond to simple instructions.

e Use target language to give information in short, simple forms.

e Engage insimple interpersonal exchanges.

Viewing, Reading and Responding

e Use visual cues to help make meaning, and guess the meaning of unknown words in familiar contexts.

e Respond to written texts in a variety of ways such as move, offer a verbal response, act out, respond non-
verbally such as laugh, or pull a face.

e Read or recognise short known items - labels, signs, and respond to them appropriately.

e Follow familiar texts in target language when read aloud to them.

e Read simple texts in target language for enjoyment and to obtain information.

Writing
e With support, write, trace, and copy familiar short items of the target language.
e Write captions to supportillustrations, and illustrate short captions.
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e With support, make picture dictionaries, posters, charts, labels, simple captions, descriptions, signs and other
visual material in the target language.

Cultural Understandings

e Begin to develop awareness of the role of language and culture in every day life.

e Begin to understand the diversity of human culture and cultural practices.

e Develop awareness of the culture of the target language through the exploration of a range of supporting
activities and texts.

e Begin to develop awareness of the social significance of linguistic forms, such as when and how to use
different forms of address for formal and informal social situations.

e Understand that things such as eye contact, personal space, and gesture have different meanings and varying
levels of acceptance in different cultures.

ACTIVITY OR TASK COMMENT

We have not selected a target language yet as a family and
thus have not engaged in any specific learning activities
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